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og The Charadte of Tones 


. wrath of man. F rom bet, 
contraſted with each other, in this little 


hiſtory, we may be able to learn the know- 5 


ledge of ourſelves 3 the meafurts bf our 
duty towards God and man ; and the dan- 


ger we are in, of being ſeduced from them, 
by the þnfluence of unreaſonable and ſinful. 
paſſions. The words now read, put this 


dangerous and hurtful influence in a very 
ftrong light. Jonah was exceedingly an- 
gry, and juſtified his anger in the 1 


the hiſtory, it appears, he had 


138 


no juſt cauſe to be diſpleaſed, but rather to N 
have rejoiced; God ſaid to Jonah, Duff 


thou 100H to be angry f nd be faid, Ido well 
zo be angry, even unto death. | 
The immediate occafion of Jonab's | an- 


ger, was the withering of the gourd, that 
had ſheltered him from the ſcorching of 


che ſun, whilſt he fat mournful and pen- 
five in his booth. There had been, how- 
ever, à prior occaſion of his wrath, He 

x | +4, 1: ad 


terms; _ hilſt, however, from the circum- 


day, reared up the gourd, and made jt give 


had been offended with the patience and 
lenity which God had exerciſed towards 
the inhabitants of Nineyeh, contrary. ( 28 * 
unreaſonably thought) to the commiſſion 
that had been given Sims to ran their 


deſtruction. 
e ſaw their 


God, ſays the ſacred hiſtoria! 
works(vig. the works of the citizens of Ni- 
neveh) that they turned from their evil ways 
and Sed rh of tha evil that he bad ſaid 
that hg would do unto them, and he did it not. 
But it diſpleaſaed Janab exceedingly, ad bt 
was very angry. To make him ſenſible of 
the injuſtice of bis wrath, God, in one 


him an agreeable ſhelter from the heat 
and the day following brought it to de- 


ticular affeQion for the gourd, on account 
of the agreeable Shade and refreſhment it 
afforded him, was exceedingly diſpleaſed 


when it as deſtroyed. From this Sir gurar 


Jon iii. 20. ive 1 [7 
B 2 fins 


** 


„ M. if Fel 


dance, the Almighty repteſented te. che. 
prophet, the injuſtice of his wrath ; ſigni- 
fying to him, that if he was grieved at the 
deſtruction of that agreeable and uſeful 
plant, the deſtruction of a populous, flou-' 
riſhing, and powerful city, ought to be a 
much more mournful and diſtreſſing fight ; 
and that if this could be prevented, al- 
though it had been threatened, it ought'to 
give him j joy. Jonah nevertheleſs perfiſted 
in and juftified his anger: I do well, Joys 
be, to be angry even unto death. : | 
From this ſhort view of the hiſtory of ; 
Jonah, we may draw a very uſeful inſtruc- 
tion, with relation to ourſelves. His be- 
haviour exhibits to our view, the hurtful 
effects of that pride and wrath, which in 
certain circumſtances, more or leſs ariſes in 
te breaſt of every man. No juſt reaſon 
” could be given for the prophet's anger, yet 
be was exceedingly d:ſpleaſed, No juſt pre- 
tence could be deviſed to juſtify his anger; 
yet he — with himſelf, and de- 
. 3 clared 


=> . et: Oy. : n 


—— — 
” _ 8 * = * 8 * 
ab wb ear bog —— q 5 Tome A - : In _ 
— - ba d £ . 8 — 
— aw 2 SCE * 2 D * . WY — * > PEE — . _ —_— 
WN . — a — 2 - # up .. Log 5 ras ne ——_— 
& = ” r AST; — anogory 97> ED 3 N = «od _ * rea * „% EIT 
N - — 5 — > 7. — On. . _ 11 
— * now = 1 a ti 3 Sher" ow Wt Ia 
? : . — 3 _—_ —— . * — 24 . 
— : 7 * Q 4s 82 — — * be - Gabe 


TIER 
6 * N 8 — 
. EE En 


p 29> tn. —— _ 
— — * 


16 
16 
4 F 
1 
* 
14 
5 
1 
YI 


. Py AS I, + — = 
— R was 
: 8 — 7" 
EY — 4 2 1 2 * 0 
— mm . A EIS Pee parry; a — — ——ů———— — - 44, th 


The Charatter of Jonah. E 


clared it to the face of God, Soy 6 4. well 


10 be angry, even unt earth. 
Setting aſide the marvellous circum- 


ſtances of the prophet's hi 5 wal 


which do | 


not, at preſent, come. under our r conſidera- 
tion; his caſe is not an uncommon one. 
It is the general caſe of human nature, | in 
its preſent. weak diſordered ſtate. | Exam- 
ples of it every day occur; aand ( every man 
who examines his own hegre may diſcover, 
in ſome degree, the like iniquity in him- 
ſelf, The two following leſſons, in parti- 
' cular, may be learned from. this part of the 
| hiſtory of Jonah. 335 

if, That the mind of man, being prone 
to gratify every paſſion which it feels, to 
the utmoſt poſſible extent; therefore gives 
the object for which it is conceived, that 
figure and importance, in its own imagina- 
tion, whereby it is fitted to afford the moſt 

extenſive and complete gratification. wy 
2dly, That the mind of man being thus 
Cilpoſed to magnify the object of every 
2 paſſion 


0 


6 | E Charatter 97 Jonab. . 


paſſion beyond its real nature and extent; it 
is hereby equally Ahora to juſtify the 
paſſion it concelves, however exceflive or 
unxreaſon able. | | 
= It, That the mind of man being böte 
to gratify every paſhon which it feels to 
the utmoſt. pollible | extent, it thetefore 
gives the objekt for which it is conceived, 
that appearance in its own imagination, 
whereby it is fitted to afford the molt ex- 
tenſive and complete gratification. Thus 
. it is with Joy, or. grief, with ambition, 
avarice, envy, or revenge. Each of theſe 
. affections i in the heart of man, f eg the 


S OO» 


ral pany 111 importance; and puts it in 
ſuch a light, as promiſes the higheſt ſatis- 
faction from indulgence. It is this cir- 
cumſtance that carries the affeQion to a 
eriminal exceſs. The object i is not ſeen in 
its true and proper light, or aceording to 


its real merit and importance; but is co- 
loured 


e Charafier of Fab. 7 
loured with a falſe and nee en | 


_ ance, 


Whenever any 3 aſfectien riſes in 
the heart of man, the object of it imme 
ately engroſſes his whole attention and re- 


gard. He dwells upon the view of it, and 
every circumſtance that can heighten its 


importance, is aſſembled in his thoughts 
and ſeen in the ſtrongeſt light; whilſt - 


every oppoſite circumſtance that might ſeem 


to leſſen its importance, is neglected or 


forgot. In this manner the object ſwells in 
his imagination beyond its natural and real 


moment, and far beyond what the "WPF 
himſelf would ſee to be its real i i 


were he in a calm unbiaſſed ſtate of mind; 
like the objects of ſight which appear to 
be of different degrees of magnitude, ac- 
cording to the nature of the medium 


through which they ate perceived· 
This circumſtance in human nature, re- 


ö niaekably: appeared in the conduct of the pro- 
1 J onah. He was, probably from his na- 
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tural addin, a paſſionate and wrathfiil 
man: and this his conſtitutional and ruling 


paſſion being awakened, in the manner above 
deſeribed, the object of it totally engroſſed 


him. He brooded over it, and placed it 
before himſelf in ſuch a light, as fomented 


his N to the moſt en 
pitch. E 


The nee of Go had given no 
juſt occaſion to his wrath; or if any cir- 


cumſtance had happened to give him ſome 


offence, yet a calm attention to the whole 


circumſtances of the caſe, might have ſoon 
reſtrained the firſt emotions of his wrath, 
and excited in him the oppoſite emotions 
of gratitude and joy. But the tone of his 
mind having been unhappily diſturbed and 


his wrath inflamed, he was no longer maſ- 


ter of himſelf, or at liberty to ſee the whole 
| circumſtances of the caſe. ' By a kind of 
faſcinating influence he ſaw nothing in the 
caſe, but what tended to heighten, to in- 5 
| Rs To * bis anger. 
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Jonah was exceedingly diſpleaſed, and 
we may believe fomented his diſpleaſure, 
ſomewhat in the following manner. When 
I firſt received the commiſſion to foretel 
the deſtruction of the Ninevites, I readily 
conjectured what would be the conſe- 
quence. It was therefore prudent in me 
to fly, as I did, to Tarſhiſh, in order to 
avoid the diſagreeable commiſſion. After 
J had thus prudently declined it, was it 
not a grievous thing to have it forced 
upon me, contrary to my choice? The 
event has fully anſwered my conjecture. 
The Ninevites are preſerved, and have given 
the lie to my prediction. I muſt loſe my re- 
putation as 4 prophet, i in their eye. What- | 
ever pity Jehovah may have expreſſed by 
this conduct to the Ninevites, yet it can- 
not but appear a moſt provoking ching, 
that he ſhould, in this manner, expoſe the 
authority and credit of his prophet. . Bet- 
ter had it been for me, and a wiſer cond ut 


in the Deity, ! had he deviſed ſome other 
| method 


fruckion. —In this: manner, we may 5 5 
the angry prophet reaſoned with n. 
and fomented his diſpleaſure. e 
 2dly, The mind of man being thus dil. 
* to magnify the object of every paſ- 
ſion it conceives, is thereby equally diſpoſed 
1 as natural and inno- 
however exceſſive and unnatural. 
— is no man who does not with to 
think himſelf an innocent and virtuous 
man, and therefore the moſt criminal af- 
fections in the human heart, are uſually 
diſguiſed, and aſſume the maſk of inno- 
cence. In this way do men not only 
gratify their inclinations to a criminal ex- 
ceſs, but do it wich a determined approba- 
tion of themſelves. This we find remark- 
ab] y exemplified in the hiſtory now before 
us. Never was a- man more unreaſonable 
in his anger than the prophet Jonah. He 
might pombly iticur* ſome little diſadvan- 
ages from the method in which God had 
proceeded 


proceeded with the inhabitants of Winerch. 
But could a wiſe or good man think, that 
theſe wete to be compared with the preſer- 
vation of that populous and powerful eity, 
wherein were more than Jix-ſcore thouſand 
perſons that could not Aiſcern between their 
right hand and en, or with that amiable 
exerciſe of divine compaſſion, which was 
manifeſted towards them. Theſe circum- 
ſtances, however, were entirely overlooked. 
His thoughts were wholly fixed on the in- 
jury which he apprehended might be done 
to his honour, as a prophet; and every 
circumſtance, it would ſeem, was aſſem- 
bled in his thoughts to aggravate the 1 in- 
juſtice he had met with. 
His declining the difagreeable comilt- 
Tioh, and its being put upon him contrary 
to his choice; its being an eaſy matter for 
the Deity to ſave the city from deſtruction 
in ſome other way, than by expoſing the 
credit of his prophet ; the hurt that might 


be done to his own future uſefulneſs and the 
uſefulneſs 


12 The Character of Fonah. 


. uſefulneſs of other aa; b and 
other circumſtances of the like nature, we 
may believe, were aſſembled and inſiſted 
on, in the imagination of the prophet, to 
Juſtify his wrath.. In oppoſition, therefore, | 
to every argu ment, from reaſon, from pi- 
ety, or pity, he inſiſted on it with his 
Maker, that be aid well to be angry, even : 
| unt o death. | 
In the ſame manner, every oe unrea- 
ſonable paſſion pleads its own apology, and 
juſtifies itſelf, With this view, every cir- 
cumſtance that can be thought of or de- 
viſed is artfully employed, and ſet in the 
Imagination in the ſtrongeſt light. Seldom + 
or never does the man who is ſubject to the 
power of avarice, or pride, of envy, re- 
venge, or any other criminal or hurtful 
paſſion, ſee it in its true light, or give it 
its proper name. In his imagination, it is 
artfully diſguiſed. and covered with the | 
maſk of i innocence. a Whoever reads the 
n of Jonah, will not heſitate a mo- 
| ment 


! 
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ment to pronounce” him an unreaſonably 
piffionate and peeviſh man. But the 


| prophet, in his own idea of bimſelf, felt 


nothing but a natural and honeſt indigna- 


tion at the injuſtice. he had ſuffered ; and: 


believed he had ated, all along, with the 
dignity and ſpirit of a prophet ; and: al- 
though every impartial reader of his hiſtory 


will undoubtedly condemn his conduct; 


yet every man who has not learned to give | 
attention to himſelf, and to direct the move= 


ments of his own heart with peculiar care, 
will, in the like fituation, behave, and juſ- 


tify himſelf, as the prophet Jonah did. It 
requires, indeed, a peculiar degree of can- 
dour, ſelf- correction, and command, to pre- 
vent the heart from thus impoſing on 

itſelf; for that ſame ſelf-· deceit which the 
prophet diſcovered in the caſe now before | 


us, is natural to every man. 
. Having conſidered the conduct of the 


prophet Jonah, we ſhall, in the next place, 


conſider the 08; we ought to make of his 
example, 


* 24 


5 guard againſt that fatal Ell deceit whinh, | 
leads men to give themſelves à falle 
deſcription of the objects of their ſeve- 
ral paſſions, and as falſe a deſeriptian af 
the innocence and juſtice of the paſſions 
which they have conceived. The danger 
of departing from the right conduct and 
| happineſs of life, by theſe two different 
ways af fſelf-deceit, is ſtrongly marked in 
this hiſtory of the prophet Jonah: and 
every perſon who obſerves what is pallng”\ 
in the world, may learn the danger from 
fimilar examples of it occurring every day 
among mankind. From this fource pro- 
ceed moſt of thoſe iniquities which deftroy 
the happineſs of private life, and diſturb 
the public peace and order of ſociety ;; and 
' hence it is that the wiockedeſt and worſt of 
men proceed in their unjuſt and dangerous 
purſuits without remorſe or fear. In ſhort, 
upon attention, we ſhall find that the right 
conduct and — of life principally 
depends 


: | 
ws -|_ ou». a. can rg wnd @ts> md 8a©m 


_ «ay 


-__ WW Sms AO 0 ay ad „ 


chapter. + Then ſail the Lord, thou haft 


2 on gur „ 6 


ith licits our affection and regard, in a juſt 
and proper light; and on our being affected 


by it, in proportion to the degree of its 
real merit and importance; whereas when 


theſe objects are ſeen in a falſe and impro- 


per light ; when our attachment to them is 
thereby unproportioned to their real mo- 


ment; hence iniquity and miſery muſt un- 
avoidably enſue, To this, therefore, every 
viſe man ſhould, in the firſt place, direct 


his attention and concern. 

To what has been already Jy Mar? _ 
the influence of that internal fal ſehood and 
deceit which miſled the prophet Janah, in 
the matter now before us, we may add the 
account of it, which is given by God him 
ſelf, in the two following verſes. of this 


had pity en the gourd for the which thou hadf 
not laboured, neither madeſt it to grau, tubiab 
bed in a night ; 


1 Jonah iy, 40, Is 


an 


cih; toberein are more bu eee th 


perſons, that cannot diſcern betweentheir cir git 
_ and their ap —_ eng ae) mts a eat. | 


"Fitts way a prophet, Bast we 81 


infer he was not deſtitute of all regard to 


the principles of piety and virtue. He pro- 
bably had, or thought he had, a ſincere 
eſteem of them; for he thus deſcribes his 


own character, * I am an Hebrew, and I 
fear the Lord God of heaven, which hath 
made the fea and the dry land. Being, how- 
ever, of a paſſionate and peeviſh nature; 


his pride and anger being raiſed, by what 
he apprehended might hurt his intereſt ar c 
reputation as a prophet ; 3 every pious, 
every tender, and humane conſideration, 
was entirely overlooked. The preſerva- 


tion of a populous, and powerful city 1 
their having made themſelves the proper 


objects of divine compaſſion, Ry peni- 


: — oe . 
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tence and prayers; ; their merciful Creator 
determining, on this account, to manifeſt 


his pity. towards them, and to ſave them 


from deſtruction, theſe pious and humane 
conſiderations, were of no importance in 
the prophet's eye. The ſuggeſtions of his 
pride and wrath had extinguiſhed every at- 
tachment and regard, but to his own inte- 


reſt and character, which, he thought, had | 


been injuriouſly expoſed, Thus the artifice 
and power of ſelfiſh paſſions is ſometimes 


able to pervert the heart of man, even when 
it is not totally devoid of the principles of 


piety: and virtue. In abandoned minds, 
this perverſion and depravity prevails with- 
out controul. 5 
Here, then, i is the practical i improvement 
we are called to make of the ſubject of this 
diſcourſe. We ſhould learn from it to put 
ourſelves upon our guard againſt the in- 
fluence of this pernicious ſelf deceit, and 
to make it, as far as pofibly we can, the 
invariable meaſure of our conduct: Firſt, 
Vor. ä ; to 


— 


8 * 


A 


as real Ard c d age of the Ez 


by which they are produced: and, ſecon d. 


H; 5 ro exclude the falſe, artificial apot 
by which th 


| to anckal, vr or juſtify their own exceſs. 
This condut 


heart, the 


That the artifice by which the mind of 
man impoſes. on ithelf, in the indulgence 


be moſt unjuſt, and criminal 
attachments in the heart of man, are ready 


| will; indeed, require 2 
careful attention to ourſelves, and much 
ſelf. correction and command. But the ad- 
vantages ariſing from it will ſufficiently re. 
ward the labour. Did men act in this 
manner, their conduct would be wiſe and 
virtuous; and their lives full of conifort 
and tranquiſityʒ whereas, from the tthſuf- 
picious indulgence, which is given toe _ 
ry paſſion, or attachment that ariſes in the 
greateſt part of the iniquiries 
and miſeries of human life proceed, 45 3 
To enforce this inſtruction, the follow- FJ 
ing reflection ought to be attended to, viz: 


of its ſinful and VEE 8 whateyer 
preſent eaſe or pleaſure it may give, muſt. 
become, ere long, the ſource of anguiſh 
and remorſe. When the prophet's anger 
fell, and reaſon reaſſumed its place; when, 

in this ſtate of mind, he began calmly t 
reflect upon his temper and behayiour, 
with relation to the Ninevites, in what a 

very different light would it appear? What 
he had taken to be à natural and honeſt 
indignation at the injuſtice he had ſuffered; 
or an innocent, laudable concern for his 
honour as 2 prophet, he would then per- 
ceive to be a moſt unreaſonable peeviſhnels 
and pride; nay, a moſt ynjuſt and inhu- 
man preference, given by him to the die- 
aates of his peeviſhneſs and pride, in oppo- 
ſition to all the motives which are fitted to 
affect an ingenuous and honeft heart. From 
this reflection, and review, he could not 
but moſt grievouſiy condemn bimſelf. 
The queſtion which his Maker had pro- 
poſed, could hardly fail to leave a dreadful 
C 2 | ſting 


®. 
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| Aang behind it, and is pierce his inkl üe | 


with inſufferable ' anguiſh.  *-Thou'ihai 


pity on the gourd, for "the which 'thau had | 


not laboured, neither madeft it grow — 


ſhould not 1 ſpare Nineveh that \great ly, 
therein are more than fix-ſeore thouſand per- 


fons, that cannot diſcern between their . t 


Band and their left, and alſo much cattle. 
We have reaſon to believe, that ae 


| ſciences of men will hereafter puniſh them 
in the ſame manner for thoſe iniquities, 
which they now commit calmly, and with- 
out remorſe, From the inſinuating, art- 
ful influence of avarice or pride, of hatred 
or revenge; from intemperance and luſt of 
brutal pleaſure, men may now commit the 
moſt odious and hurtful wickedneſs, wich- 
out remorſe; nay, with a ſeeming appro- 


bation of themſelves. But whenever theſe 


criminal paſſions ſhall ſubſide, (and ere long 
they muſt ſubſide in the breaſt of every 


man) then will their enormitey and am 


. Jonah x. 4. 
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to gratiſy their demands, appear before 


| them undiſguiſed, and pierce. their con- 


ſcience with inſufferable anguiſh. Even i in 


this preſent world we ſometimes meet with 


examples of this fatal anguiſh and remorſe. 
It was remarkably exemplified in the hiſ- 


tory of | Joſeph's. brethren : when, by 
diſtreſs, they were forced into a, ſerious - 


reflection on their inhuman conduct, when 


their hatred and enuy had now periſbed; the 
remembrance of their inh nanity filled 


them with remorſe; and, in the following | 


manner, they expreſled | the anguiſh of their: 


hearts, * We are verily guilty, CONCET MING 4 our: 


brother, in that we. aw, the anguiſh of. | his. 
foul, when he beſought u, and we would not 


hear, therefore is this diſtreſi came upon us. 


The ſame thing was ſtill more remarkably 
exemplified in the conduct of Judas Iſca- 
riot. Prompted by avarice, which appears 


tb haye bens his ruling, paſlion, he baſely 


® Gen. xlii. 21. 7 
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2 
and the NE WA * 1 been done 
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| betrayed his innocent and bleffed Maſter: 
But after his avarice \ 


ras ſated, and as of 
as he Pen 3 i cre on the 0 
fer Hſe, and dbſteved the bert leg 


el corftivtice! daes him with b fach agb 
that he did not only diſdainfully return the 
| ways of his petfidy, but in order te get 
AY: of his ny apes anguiſh, eee 
Ahe beginning of this angui bene * 
baee ariſen in the mind of Jonah. After 
he had fled to Tarfhifh; to avoid executing 
the common that was given him; to 
preach to the inhabitants of Nineveh, — | 
began to refle&t upon his conduct, and thus 
bernbarced n * ben 4 — 


mee wind, and No xt the di 


nenne 


we 19 to wills. — this will by the 


caſe at the end of life, when all thoſs - 
outward objects of the world, which now 


excite, and enable us to flatter and diſguiſe 
our ſinful paſſions, ſhall entirely diſappear, 
and the conſcious mind ſhall be left along 
to reflect upon itſelf. Nothing more, indeed, 


exceſs ef human paſbons, than. to 4g 


them of their falſe and artificial: diſguiſe, . 


and to repreſent them fairly to the con- 
ſeious mind in ann natural nnd e 
deformity. 

From the whole of whine hath 1 * 
ſerved on the hiſtory of Jonah, the truth 
of the following remark may appear in a 
ſtrong light, Phat: without grons Vighr 
lance, and much inſpection 
we are in the utmoſt danger = mniſagpre= 
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endi 1 our own. character, and of jun- 
Fying ourſelves, though we ſhould ſtand 
condemned in the judgment of our Maker, 


and be forced hereafter to condemn our- 


ſelves. This dangerous ſelf-deceit pro- 
ceeds from two cauſes: 1. From the felf- 
love and vanity, which is nat ural to every 
man. 2. From the artifice of ſinful paſ- 


ſions. By the firſt of theſe, men are laid 


under - a general partiality in favour of 
themſelves, and are diſpoſed to form a more 
favourable opinion of their own character 
than it is entitled to. By the ſecond; they 
are hindered in a more particular manner 
from perceiving the iniquity and guilt of 
thoſe parts of their character and conduct, 
which are directed by the influence of their 


ſinful paſſions. When theſe two cauſes of 
 ſelf-deceit meet together, as they uſually 


do, they muſt betray a man into a total 
ignorance, and- miſapprehenſion of himſelf. 


This was remarkably, the ſtate of Jonah's 


mind, when he ſaid. to his Creator, I 44 


| Well to be angry, even unto death. 
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And Nathon ; ſaid, 10 David, Thou art the 


than, I have fined againſt the Lord. 


THERE is nothing that relates to the 
characters of men of a more extraor- 
dinary nature, than the power of religious 
ſelf-deceit. It is ſurptiſing to obſerve with 
what ſucceſs men can conceal their fins 
and follies from themſelves, nay, retain 2 
full conviction of their own virtue and ſin- 
cerity, at the very time they ate engaged in 
the moſt criminal purſuits. Of this fingu- 
| 5 lar 
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a firong example ſet before us, in that part 
of ſacred hiſtory to which the text refers. 
David had not only, by his long attention 
and experience, aided by the gracious aſſiſt- 


ance of bis Maker, acquired a juſt idea 
of every moral and religious obligation, but 


his heart appears to have been raiſed to a 


very delicate and tender ſenſe of them: 


nevertheleſs, impelled and blinded by the 


influence of ſinful paſſtons, he not only de- | 


liberately committed the moſt atrocious 
ſmalleſt appearance of remorſe; and With 


dificulty could be brought to entertyin. 4 


Juſt. idea and impreflion.of his guilt. 


[need ſcarce dne, tht te pſlgs of | 
king David, in the matter of Uriah, the | 


ſeripture now read, refers to the conduë 


Hittite, and his wife, whereby he had in- 
volved himſelf in the horrid. guilt of adul· 


tery and. murder. T he prophet Nathan 
had been ſent to David, by 2 ſpecial. com- 


miſſion 


pearance in dhe heart of man, we have | 


tempted to.accompliſh by a parable, where- 


one rich und the other poor; the rich mam had 


of his own cop, and lay in bis boſom, and wat 
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miſſion from the Lord , to tefgty again 
this wickedneſs, and to bring him to a 


proper ſenſe of it. This the prophet- at- 


though not the very fame, yet was very 
ſimilar to that in which the king Rad been 
unhappily involved. "The Lord ſent Nathini 
amo David, and he came tento him, and faid. 
unto him, There vere two men in one city, thi 


exceeding many flocks and herd, but the pour 
man had nothing, fave one Ritle _ 
whith' he ad bought and nouriſhed up ; a 
grew, together with him, and with his chil 
tren : it did eat of bn own meat, and d mt 


unto him as a daughter, a Where —— 
take of his on flac, and of bir — 


5 e conyfaring-v mum thut wee dee u. 


„Vert it 7 
bim, 


it for e man 3 2045. come 0 kin. „ 
The King, not obſerving his own. ing 
dds and c conduct, in this deſcription given 5 
by the prophet, expreſſes the ſtrongeſt in- 
dignation againſt the criminal deſcribed; 
and determines, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
that his guilt ſhould. be chaſti ſed with a2 
juſt ſeverity. * As the Lord liveth,, ſays he, 
the man that has done this thing ſhall ſurely dia. 
Upon this, the prophet, with a. fortitude 
and dignity, which became his character and 
office, informed the king, in the plaineſt 
terms, that he himſelf was the guilty cri- 
minal, whom he bad. deſcribed. Nathan | 


art the. man; and to 


give him the en conviction of his guilt, F 
he applies to him the ſeveral circumſtances 
related in the parable. In conſequence. of 
this, though not before, David. perceived 
the wickedneſs which, he had t en | 


dert n. 


4 29 
its aggravation and deformity, and with 


feed, thet be had ? 


penitence © o again 
the Lord. | 


This Neeb of: the. AR: Nathan, 
the application which he made of it to Da- 
vid's caſe, and the effect which it produced 
in David's mind, naturally ſuggeſt ſome 


important obſervations in which . man 
is intereſted and concerned. 


1ſt, We may obſerve, that men · may dic. 
approve and condemn with a proper indig- 
nation and ſeverity what they apprehend 


to be criminal and wrong, either on a 


general deſeription and view of it's defor- 
mity, or as it is exemplified i in the conduct 


of other men; whilſt, however, they are 


guilty of the ſame, or the like wickedneſs 


themſelves, without any ſelf- condemnation | 


or remorſe, This obſervation; obviouſly 


occurs from the parable and hiſtory to 
which the text refers. The wickedneſs 


which the prophet here deſcribes, if not the 


oy ſame, was however of the ſame atro- 
| cious 
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cious nature "ne wage with that 
on hearing the deſcription of it an the 
prophet, he condemned with a juſt and 
ſtrong abhorrenee : as the Lord tiveth, the 
man who has done this thing ul furely die. 
The ſentence which he thus pronounced, 
ded not from conplaiſance to the 
phet, but from a juſt 
impreffion of che ediees nature of the 
cnime which the prophet had deſcribed; 
and an honeſt indignation againſt the eri- 


2 


which David bad cor 


pro 
judgment of the pre 


hiſto- 


minal. His anger, ſays the facre 


rian *, ws greatly kindled againſt ab mak. 

We learn, however, from the whole nar- 
ration of this matter, that David had not 
only committed the like atrocious widked- # - 


neſs, but had continued for a cen 
time entirely infenfible of his guilt, 


Thus it appears, that men may lis - 


prove and condemn with indignation, N 


what they apprehend to be criminal and 


o verſe 5th, 


anduld; , 
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unjuſt, while, however, they are guilty of the 
fame, or the like iniquity themfelves withe 
out remorſe. The common experience-of 
life may furniſh us with many HmHuar e- 
amples. The covetous, the prood, the 
implacable, the revengeful, the uncharita - 
ble man, can readily perceive, and co 
demn, with juſt ſeverity, che expreſſtons of = 
theſe unamiable characters in other men, 
whilſt they are totally regardleſs and in- 
ſenſible of them in themfelves, and do not 
at all perceive that they are the criminal 
and guilty perſons whom they have cdn- 
demned. 
2dly, Obſerve, that a general ſenſe of 
right and wrong, the approbation of what 
is right, and the condenmatien of its oppo= . . 
ſite, if it be not applied to our own parti- 
cular cafe, and made fubſervient to the 
direction of dur own behaviour, is no cer- 
tain proof of the purity nd virtue ef our 
hearts. When David's anger was kindle 
gainft the man whom the prophet hal 
deſcribed ; 


a z when he „ Wee as A. 
criminal who deſerved to die, he was in 
the ſame impure and corrupt ſtate of mir 


in which he had been before the prophet 


dame to him; no alteration or amendment 
had been made upon his character: ane 
for any thing that appears from the Cir= \ 


cumſtances of the ſtory, he had pre babl A 


remained. regardleſs and inſenſible of his 
guilt, had it not been for the plain and 
honeſt application. of the parable. 25 the 
prophet. TOs FOR 
n remark 8 founded x on n the 
| circumſtances. of the ſtory now before ue, 


| ſhould put every man upon his guard 
againſt a dangerous, though common in- 
ſtance of religious ſelf-deceit; A e 


perſons are diſpoſed to juſtify themſelyes, 

on the footing of a general undiſtinguiſhing 

; impreſſion of the worth and importapee of 0 
a religious life, and on a general diſax | 

| bation of a criminal and guilty life ; with R 

out deſcending to any particular examina- 


tion 


4 I g 


tion or detail of thoſe 
iũmpteſſion ought in juſtice to produce, in 
the conduct of their o²πm lives; whilſt, for 
want of this examination, various inſtances 
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of guilt may continue unobſerved and un- 
corrected in their conduct. It is not fo 
difficult a matter to approve what i is virtuous 
and holy, or even to feel a ſtrong compla- 


cency and pleaſure from the view of it, 
when figured in our own imagination, or 


exemplified before us. The main difficulty, 
and the only certain evidence of our fins 
cerity, conſiſts in this ; that upon the in- 
fluence of theſe virtuous impreſſions, we 
are enabled to reſiſt the oppoſite impreffions 
which proceed from the bad paſſions of the 
heart, and to act that part in the ſubſe- 
quent condu of our lives, which we have 
inwardly applauded and e on vin 
pleaſure and complacency., _. | 

3dly, Obſerve, that the i 


eſteem with which the inſtructions of reli- 


gion are received, inſtead of being any 
Vox. II. D certain 


i 
| 
J 
+ 
| 
[ 


certain mark of our * and dees, 


have = tendency to increaſe the folſeh 


ment. In the cafe now before us, we h 
erden: to ng e. thint David's rh aint 


His: cutting, in a peremptery manner, | 
and with a folemn appeal to God, to treat 


erime ; that all this paſſed with him as re- 
Hgious and holy zeal, and that he reflected 
on it, as 2 mark of his own integrity; 


and had this conference and tranſustion 


with the prophet ended here, the king had 
probably retired with a better opinion af 
himſelf, though at a greater diſtance from 
the knowledge and impreffion of his guilt, 
than he bad 2 he entered on this g 
view. 
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and corruption of the heart; if theſe in- 
Kructions are not faithfully and Tpecially 
applied: unto ourſelves, and made ſullſer- 
vient to our own correction and imp! | c 5 


Kim according to the juſt demerit of His 


"tn, as * Oy „ 


- ws aw 


3 


It was much the ſame et or, it 
which our Saviour pointed at, and wiſely 
checked in the conduct of the Phariſees, 
when they brought to him the woman con- 
victed of adultery. Their actuſation of 
this criminal had, no doubt, figured in 
their own imagination, as a ſetious concern 
for the holy law of God, and of hls fervant 
Moſes, till our Saviour convicted them of 
their miſtake, by forcing them to look into 
themſelves, and directing ſuch of them to 
execute the puniſhment preſcribed, whoſe 
confcience, upon a calm review, could 
pronounce them more Innocent than the 
perſon whom they had accuſed, 
b Nothing indeed is of a more deceitful 
influence i in the hearts of men, than the 
approbatign, which they giye themſelves, 
upon the general undiſtinguiſhing impreſ- 
ſions they may | have got of the obligations 
of religion; or on thoſe particular ſenti- 
ments of zeal which they may occaſionally 
feel againſt the vices of the world, without 
D 3 E a ſpecial 


Cart 


ee and impartial EE AO 4 
to their own character and courſe of lik 
It opens; in their i imaginations, an exten 
five field. of religious ſelf- deceit, whereby 
they fall inſenſibly into the character de- 
ſeribed by Agur, of all others the mot 
dangerous; they become * pure in their 
own eyes, and yet are not waſhed from. their 
filthineſs. 3 
Athly, It follows from the preceding 
obſervation, that the only thing which, 
by the divine blefling, can effectually im- 
prove the hearts of men, is the particular 
application of the inſtructions of religion to 
themſelves. It was the particular and ho- 
neſt application which Nathan made of his 
parable to the conduct of king David, and 
the neceffity to which he thereby reduced 
him to make the application of it to him- 
felf, that cauſed him to perceive the baſe- 
neſs and injuſtice of his own conduct, and 
produced that ſerious repentance and”; 2 
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religion to ourſelves; until, with t 


ligion, will, without this particular appli- 


tinue to indulge his pride, the covetous 
; his covetouſneſs, the revengeful his re- 
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mendment which we read of in the ſequel 
of his hiſtory. ' Until we have learned, 
in like manner, to apply the leſſons of 
neſty and freedom with which David was 
admoniſhed by the prophet, we have marked 
what is wrong, and ought to be corrected 


in our own character and courſe of life; 


no inſtructions whatſoever will either en- 
lighten our conſciences or amend our 
hearts; The moſt i important leſſons of re- 


cation to ourſelves, be ſo modelled” and 
diſzuiſed in our imaginations, as to leave 
us in the quiet poſſeſſion of our fins, and 


fully ſatisfied with ourſelves, even whilſt 


we till retain the favourite corruptions, 


againſt which thoſe leſſons of religion were 


deſigned. The proud man will ſtill con- 


venge, the fraudulent his fraud, and the 
vile adulerer and murderer himſelf, will 
ER 


bestes ir hid vue. of life ithout 
the leaſt remorſe. oo. 
Ithly, Obſerve, that chere is a nitund 
averſion in the mind of every man to up- 
ply the lefſons of religion to himſelf; mite 
Eſpecially thoſe leſſtns which are ſet in o 
poſition to his favourite corruptions. This 
averſion flows: from the ſtrong partiality 
which men are conſtantly diſpoſed to en: 
tertain in favour of themſelves. Herzby 
they are led inſenſibly to conceal. their 
viees from themſelves, and ſo to model the 
leſſons of religion and the rules of duty, as 
to fender them conſiſtent with the crimi - 
nal purſuits to which they are attached. 
This we may believe was the reason hb 
- the prophet Nathan, attempting tv. bring 
David to à ſenſe of his iniquity, made 
uſe of the parable in the paſſage of ſerig 
ture now before: us. By means. of this 
parable, he firſt deſcribes a ſeries of wick · 
edneſs ſimilar to that which David had 
_ + pile of. When 258 this expedient 

On 


David was made to ſes the odious nature of 


and vanity, natural to every man, would 


c do gt i 23 a2 ad S 
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the wickedneſs deſeribed; when his. anger 
was kindled againſt the critninat-and guilty 
man; when he had pronounced ageinit 
bim the ſentence; Which his iniquity 4 


ſerved; he then proceeded ti declare, that 


David himſelf was the perſon whom he 


had deſeribed. The ptophet probably pen- 


ceived, that had he not employed: this wiſ 
expedient, the partiality, the ſelf-eſteem 


have led David to evade or to repel any open 
or immediate attack which he could. make 


which he had drawn, the ſcehe of wicked 


neſs which -he had deſcribed and which 


Paavid had ſo earneſtly. condemned,.. was ſo 
Juſt and ſtrong a parallel to what had heen 
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- Gthly, Men being thus unhappily ave 4 
| Wp the leſſons of religion to theme 
ſelves, and conſtantly diſpoſed, by the dp» 
ceitfulneſe of ſin to evade their practical 
effect, hence it becomes a duty of the higheſt 
*conſequence to every man, to put himſelf 
upon his guard, and in judging of himſelf; 
to make allowance for the artifice by which 
this finful paſſions and purſuits either con- 
ceal or extenuate their; own defortnity. 
Man will readily enough conſeſs, in „ 
neral terms, their own unworthineſs i in the 
fight of God, they may feel perhaps ſome 
real compunction and humility on account 
of it; whilſt, however, they never . 
Ackend: to any one particular inſtance of 
their own unworthineſs, and would pro- 
bably be much offended and ſurpriſed, 
were their beſt friend, with the utmoſt 
modeſty and kindneſs, to enter into a 4 
«tail. - But until a man has got above this 
| kae and hurtful Sep? With 1 
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of etamning vis 0 on COhdud byds : 
cular detail, until he can 'minutely and u : 
partially look into the ſeveral branches of 
his character and life that rived be be di- 
rected and ſet right, he will never, eve 
by the beſt inſtructions that are given him, 


be corrected or improved. The man who 


has contracted wana ed muſt not only be 
apprized that his be is diſeaſed, but 
withal, obſerve the paths nature and | 
cauſe of the diſeafe before he can apply the 
proper eure. In the ſame manner ought 
a Chriſtian to proceed in the correction of 


. I 


his heart and life. In the language of ſa- 


cred ſcripture he muſt know the plagues of | 
his own heart, and under a ſerious ſenſe of 
their danger and deformity, lay them open 
to the healing power and impreſſions of 'the 
goſpel. As David, in the paſſage now be- 
fore us, with à particular diſcernment of 
his guilt, confeſſed that he had ned againſt 
the Lord; thus ought every man to ſay, 
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eral unexamined — o: | 


Hime, pid upon a ſpecial diſcernment of 
what is defective and ſinful in his conduct, 
I have ſinned againſt the Lord. By the indul- 
genee of my. pride, by avarice, and an 


* 


euceſſive attachment to the world; by in. 
temperance and ſenſuality, or by calumny 
and falſchood, have I ſinned againſt. 
Lord. But to this ſtate of mind we. can 
nat poſſibly arrive till we are willing, na 
deſirous to know what is moſt defective qr 


culpable i in our temper and courſe of life, 
How painful ſoever the diſcovery may. be. 


Thie was the point which the 


e at in his conference with David 7 
He firſt of all deſcribed a ſcene of wiokad- 
neſs, ſimilat to that in which the King had 


deen involved. He next obtained an expre 
<ondemnation of it from himſelf, and 


without allowing him to ſe the point 10 


| which he was conducting him, forced him 


to confeſs, that himſelf. was the (cximiad! 


and guilty man whom he had e 


r . EO Pe 


SEF LITE RET RrRAT ET ERR 


" Theſe ate the ſovtial obſervations wh ch 
| viſe ren the part of | ſacred hiſtory now 
befors us. Their privied- te nnd dpi | 
cation nut he obvious to every one; 
They are deſighed to put us on dur guard 


agalnſt chat Inward Fallacy and ſelf-deceit, 


by which; even {6 good ea man 2 David 
was drawn into the Evmmiffion of the moſt 
atrocious wickedhefs, without the leaft 
computiion | or remorſe; till his con- 
ſeience was awakened by the prophet Nas 
than, in the manner you have Heard, To 
the like fallacy and felf-deceit every man 
s liable Who is not om his guard; wh. 
does not with a ſerions vigilance and jea- 
louſy bring his heart and life under an abs 
curate review, praying unto God, às Daz 
vid did in the period: of his penitence and 
teformation, + 6edfrh nie, O God, and know 


if there be uny wicked way in me, and land 
ne in the way everiafting. To perſuade 
Tr ann. — 


you 


my ; as 
and * p : 
& a v4 * * * * * c 12 4 


you to this: nin * a klose) 1 
hall add the two following conſiderations} 
aſk, Let it be conſidered, that our cha; 
rafter, and every part of our behaviour in 
this world, lies open to the view. of God, 


with whom, as the ſcripture hath expreſſed 


it, ve have to do, i. e. to whom we are to 
render an account, and by whoſe approþa; 
tion or diſpleaſure, our future and eternal 
ſtate of happineſs or miſery is to be deter. 
mined. This is the ground of that excel- 
lent aſſertion of the apoſtle Paul, with 
me it is à very ſmall thing, that I ſhould b 
Judged of you, ar of man's judgment, ye, 1 
Judge: not mine own ſelf ; but be that judgeth 
me is the Lord. Other men's Judgment of 
us can have no other conſequence, than 
ſuch as relate to the intereſts of this preſent 


life. Our approbation of ou rſelves, if built 


upon an error and miſtake, (to whi 
are all of us ſo liable, when we paſs ; a Judg: 
ment « on ourſe] ves) can ſerve wy to oy 


e > 
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n c of Nathan at Devil 45 
| tify our vanity and pride, and thereby to 
give an artificial and tranſitory pleaſure z 
but the judgment of the Lord, is to ſet an 
everlaſting ſeal upon our character, and to Ma 
fix us in a ſtate of happineſs or miſery: for 
ever. It is therefore of the higheſt conſe- 
quence, | that we ſee ourſelves in the ſame ; 
| light wherein we are ſeen by our Creator; : 
and form the ſame judgment of ourſelves 
that ſhall be given by his unerring judg- 
ment. In the language of the apoſtle it 
ought to be with us a very ſmall thing, that 
v ſhould be judged of man's Judgment, fc 
he that judgeth us is the Lord. 
2d, Let it be conſidered, that if we now 
deceive ourſelves, and juſtify our conduct, 
while we ſtand condemned by the judgment 
of our Maker, our ſelf-approbation and 
eſteem will be ſoon reverſed to our eternal : 
| aſtoniſhment and ſhame. It is impoſſible 
that the falſe tranquillity and comfort, 
which a ſinner now enjoys in the commiſ- 
5 a | | e f fon - 
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Fon of his wickedneſs, can long ſub un⸗ 
der the adminiſtration of a wife and righs 
teous. God. No! we muft helieye it to | 
be the unalterabie order of his government, 
that every act of wickedneſs committed by 
ehe ſubjeft of his kingdom, hall be ſue 
eceded by remorſe; either by the ſalutary 
tomorſo of a true repentance, iſſuing in the 
amendment of their hearts and lives, or b 
that incurable remarſe, which ſhall: ſeize 
vpon the conſcienees uf ſinners at the final 
judgment of the world. Who ean doubt, 


, 
for inftance, if David had, not been con- 
victed and reformed by the admonition of 
the prophet, or in ſome other way, before he 


left the world, that his wickedneſs and 
guilt would have riſen up againft him, and 
made him ſtand with trembling and amaze- 
ment at the judgment- feat of God. At 
that awful period of providence, this will 


be the caſe with every impenitent worker 
_ 3 „*Die will indignation an. 


* Rom. i ii. 8. ; | 4 
wrath, 


6 doch e Tho 8. which 
a ſinner now enjoys in the gommillian of 
his wickedneſs, :is, therefore, but 2 dream 
of ſecurity oftentimes interrupted and ifs 
turbed by the accidents of this preſent life; 
but however continued, and ſupported to 
the end of life, is ſure of being then totally 
| deſtroyed, and ſucceeded by eternal ſorrow 
and remorſe. . +God hath ſet him in a ſlip= + 
pery place; be is brought to defolation as in @ 
moment 1 As @ dream when one awaketh, ſag 
O Lord, when thor n thou ſhalt deſpiſe 
his image. 
| From, theſe 8 let every one 
that hears me be perſuaded 0 ſearch and 
y. his ways, and turn again to the Lord. 
The happieſt thing that can befall us, is to 
be made ſenſible of the evil of our ways in 
time. If ſo good a man as David was 
drawn into the commiſſion of ſuch enor- 
mous crimes, without being ſenſible of his 
1 Pf laxiii, 18. 


guilt, 


% 


4 


iT 


48 
guilt, and remained ſo long in this 
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lity, how guilty may we have 
How poſlible, that, without ſuſpect 


we may be going on 
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= Ne Herd 43 fraved Jobn, knowing chat he 4 was 

| | a juft man, and an holy, and obſerved him; 
} | | ROOT nnn 1 
+ and heard him gladly. 40h £ | 


wh HE account here given of Herod's 
diſpoſition and behaviour towards John | 


5 the Baptiſt, compared with what we are 
; elſewhere informed of him, may appear, 
; N firſt view, ſomewhat fingular, This = 
Herod, as we learn from the evangeliſts, 
T5 and other writers of antiquity, was a man 
me: of e and licentious manners. He 
Vor. .. ei e eee M4 lived 


go The Charafter of Herod the Tetrarch. 


Herodias, his brother's wife, whilſt his 
brother was alive; He put Joh the Bap- 
tiſt into priſon ;. and kept him there, be- 
cauſe he had reproved him for this wicked- 
neſs. He put him afterwards to death, t6 
gratify the revenge and hatred of Herodias, 
of this man. it is recorded in the text, that 
he feared John, knowing that he was a juft 
man; and an boy; that hz vbſervelt bim; 4 

rohen he heard him, did many things, and 
| trard him gladly. He feared Fobhm, that, is, 
he had a veneration for him; and the 
ground of his veneration was, that he knew 
| him to be @ juft man, and holy. He obſerve 7 
him, that is, he paid him proper marks of 
veneration and-regard;. or he preſerved his 
life in ſafety,, againſt the efforts of Herodias, 
who. wanted to deſtroy him, as we learn 
from the preceding verſe. When he heard 
him, he did many things, that is, in many 


things. he complied with his 8 


* 


2 
w 


* 2. 8 8 => : N55 


= 
5 


e 


— 


cc 


rs 
a rl 


and advice. It is added, by heard him gl.. 


5 that is, his religious inſtruqny gave 
him pleafure, *' © 

This aceount of Herod! $ difpoltion and 
conduct towards Jahn, may ſuggeſt everal 
uſeful and inſtructiys obſervations. —_ 

iſt, We may obſerve, ' from what hath 
been ſaid of Herod's character, compared 
with the deſcription here given of his diſ- 
poſition and 'behaviqur toward John, that 
there is a dignity and excellence in the cha- 
racter of the man, who is diſtinguiſhed by 
the piety and virtue of his life, which is 
able to command the reverence and eſteem, 
even of the moſt immoral and. licentious. 
A ſtrong example of this is given in the 
text, Herod, as has been obſerved, was 
a perſon of a profligate and licentious life. 
He lived in the exceſs of voluptuou ſneſs, 
and ſenſual pleaſure ; and indulged him- 
klf, without reſtraint, ig thoſe effeminate, 
and frivolous amuſements, which uſually 
n all f ujtable attention to the graver, 

"© M and 
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and more ſerious intereſts of life. Tie 
Baptift's character, and manner of life, wis 
entirely the reverſe of this. He was not 
only ſtrictly attached to the rules of ſo- 
briety and virtue; but he ſeems to hav 
obſerved a peculiar ſtrictneſs and ſeverity | 
of manners; living totally ſequeſtered, 
even from the innocent enjoyments of the 
world: as our Saviour hath expreſſed it, 


Ef came neither eating bread, nor drinking 
wine; yet Herod was conſtrained to reve- 


rence this holy man. Diffipated, and vo- 
luptuous, as his manners were, the reſpeQ- 
'able purity and virtue of the TORY * 

racter, extorted his eſteem. | | 
| What makes this eſteem ſtill —Y 
gular, is the difference and contratiety 
which is to be obſerved, not only zetwee 

their ſentiments and manners, but between 


their rank and ſtation in ſociety. Herod 
was a prince, poſſeſſed of that external 


pomp and opulence, which e _ 
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| imagination, and excites the admiration, of 


mankind, jf they are not ſtrongly guarded 
by the maxims of religion. The Baptiſt 
lived in mean obſcurity a and indigence. He 
reſided in a ſolitary, wilderneſs, with little, 
better food, clothing, or accommodation, 
than the cattle of the field. He was 
chathed with a raiment of..c camels hair, with 
a leathern girdle about. his hoins; ; and bis meat 
was locuſts and wild honey. | But i in ſpite of 
the enticements of his own grandeur, and 
proſperity, and the diſguſting poverty and 
meanneſs of the Baptiſt's ſituation, Herod 
feared | him, and obſerved him, becauſe he 
was a juſt and holy nan. a 
There muſt have hi ſomething very 
relpeftable in the holineſs. and juſtice | of 
his manners, when under all the mean- 9 
neſs, obſcurity, an and indigence i in which he 
lived, he excited the regard and veneration 
of a prince; whoſe character, ſituation, 


and taſte of life, were ſo entirely oppoſite; ; 
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and who, by this reverence and venerati6i 
for the juſt and holy y man, could not en, 
avoid refleting on his own character and 
courſe of life, with a ſecret felf-d ifappt6- 
bation. and remorſe. He feared him, ſays 
the evan gelift, Knowing . that by was 4 bo 
man and holy. 

His fear, indeed, could not proceet OO | 
any other cauſe. Had the Bapriſt been'a 
man of opulence ' and power; or bad He 
lived in the faſhionable taſte, and elegance 
of life, the purity and virtue of his che 
ter, recommended in this franner, n 
have more eaſily attracted his regard 55 and 
we had not wondered much at the appear. 
ance. But that the Baptiſt, living in the | 
extremity of indigence, meanneſs, "and | 

obſcurity, and with every eircumftari 
accompanying him, which "tended th ere⸗- 
ate either pity or contempt, thoutd, merely, 
on the footing of the holinefs and Juftice 
of his life, create reverenee and fear in 2 
2 man of Herod's rank and taſte of life; 
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| this does the higheſt honour to the virtuous 


man, and ſtrongly indicates the, excellence 
and merit of his character. 
2d, From the account given of HeroG; | 


_ diſpoſition and | behaviour towards J on, 
ve may pbſerye, how far a man may go in 


perceiving and acknowled ging the excel- | 
lence of piety and virtue, whilſt his own 
heart remains corrupted and deprayed. He- 
rod not only feared, and obſeryed the Bap- 
tit, knowing that he was a juſt and holy 
man, but he heard him glady, that is, he 
took pleaſure and delight in hearing his in- 
ſtruQions. It is added, by the Evangeliſt 
He did many things: that is, in many things, 
he complied with his inſtructions. | 
God originally planted a religious ang 

moral ſenſibility in the breaſt of every many 
by which he was diſpoſed not only to ap- 
prove moral excellence and worth, but 
likewiſe tp receive a peculiar pleaſure from 
the view of it. By this original conſtrue- 
tion ef the human heart, objects of a reli- 
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gious wy moral 1 nature; uch as the perfec 
tions of Almighty God, and tlie various | 
| operations of his providence and gbd 80 oodneſf 
towards men; the perfections of a worthy 
character, exhibited 1 in the conduct of a 
virtuous life; theſe, and the like object, 
naturally excite the veneration and eſteem 
of the mind of man; ; and the view of them 
is fitted to afford him a peculiar delight; 
altho he ſhould not have ſufficient integrity 
or ſtrength to form his own character upon the 
influence of this delightful view. The moſt 
diſſolute and immoral courſe of life is not able, 
entirely, to eraze this original impreſſion of 
the hand of God from the heart of man. 
The truth of the above remark is ftrong- 
* verified, from the example recorded in 
the text. The inſtructions given by the 
Baptiſt, were, all of them, we maß be 
ſure of a holy and religious nature; nay, 
from the account that is given of his doc- 
trine, and way of life, he appears to have 


carried the rules and obli gations of religion 
3 A Ok 
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to an unuſual extent; permitting not bs 
the leaſt indulgence to the ſins and follies 
of the world: yet Herod heard him gladly; 
nay, he proceeded farther, He did many 
things, The moment and weight of John's 
inſtructions were ſo ſtrong, that Herod, in 
many parts of his behaviour, ſubmitted to 
their influence, and was directed by't them 
in the conduct of his life. Thus far 4 
man may go, whilſt his heart "remains 
corrupted and depraved. Cs + he 

To explain this ap apparent ei 
in human nature, it is neceſſary to diſtin- 
puiſh between the hand ef God or the 
original impreffion which he made upon 
the heart of man, and our own voluntary 
exertion of the faculties and impreffions 
he hath given us. In the firſt of theſe, 
the benignity and wiſdom of the author of 
our nature is diſplayed; and from theſe 
alone, a man can arrogate no virtue to 
himſelf; nay, if the influence of theſe 


original i impreſſions from the hand of God 
13 
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is neglected or controlled, if in ſpite of 
them, 2 man is immoral in the conduct of 
his life, he diſcovers; ſo much the moxe 
odious and ſtrong depravity. The. virtue 
of a moral agent lies in bis acting on the 
influence of thaſe impreſſions which, ar 


made upon bis nature by the band of God, 


and; in giving them, by his voluntary 


choice, that direction and command which | 


they were deſigned to have upon the con- 
duct of his life. Till he has learned, in 


this way, to form his character and man- 


ners, no tranſient impreſſions whatſpev 
though appurently of the moſt devout: and 
virtuous kind; no ſort of pleaſure ar com- 

placency in religious and. moral. cantem- 


plations ; no partial Sanpübencr wn ae 


Wen h, can entiele Aw to the denomi- 


nation of 2 virtuous man. After all theſe 


fair and promiſing appearances, bis heat 


may ſtill remain carrupted and deprayi 
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character. 

"Phe: 1 . to be mot 
with among men. It is marked by the 
prophets” Tſainh amd Eurkiel, as the pre» 


mailing temper of the | Jewiſh nation, in 


their time.  Iainh thus deſcribes it by the 


delight to know my ways, a a nation that m 
righteeuſueſs, und fofock mot the ordinance of 
their Co: they a of u the ordinances of 
bie: they take Alight in appracebing a 
Grd, | Ezekiel” ges a Nike deſcription, 
Veh come before ther as the Poople comprth; 
they ſit before thre as my people, and they bear 
th words ; ber they will wot ao them *—andl 
, vbou av unte them as a very Jovaly ſeng of 
e mee "voice. al ram ploy 
well on us inflrements for they hear thy words, 
but they de them nor.” | The: dame hate! of 


when he obſerves of ſome who hear the 


* if, Ali. 2. — + Kd, nxt 3. 
word 


word: of God; 3 receive hes devde 
with joy; but having no root, for a. while ö 


leur, and in time of ' temptation f« nag 


The apoſtle to the Hebrews gives a ſimilar 
eefeription; t Some, he ſays, were an 
enlicbiened, have tafteld of the heavenly. gi 


and of the good word. of God, and the-yor 4 


of the. world to come, and yet fall atmfay. Thi 

133 leads to a N Ne 82 big, 8 IP EI Io 
3d Obſervation, from... the accou 

of Herod's conduct, in the tex 22 4 


that the only thing that can deter 
mine the worth and merit of 2 Character 


is, a man's acting in the conduct of his 
life, upon the influenee of theſe moral and 
religious impreſſions which the goodneſs of 
his Creator hath put into his heart, and in 
giving them a ſovereign command over all 
his oppoſite corruptions. Here the defect 
and corruption of Herod's character ap- 
peared. Juſtice and holineſs he reſpected 
and obſerved, as they were expreſſed in 
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the life of John the. Baptiſt : the religious 


inſtructions which were given by 6 ohn, 
Herod heard with, approbation and del; ight ; 
and in many things too, he complied with 
the inſtructions delivered by. the Baptiff. 
Still, however, he retained his favourite 
vices and corruptions. Theſe held him as 
with chains, in that profligate courſe of life 


in which he had hitherto, indulged himſelf, 


What is yet more ſurpriſing, , the religious 


inſtructions which had given him, joy, 


when they came to be pointed in particu- 
lar againſt the criminal purſuits in which 


he was engaged, gave him hatred and diſ- 
guſt, When John reprehended his de- 


bauchery, he immediately conceived a 


ſtrong averſion to the holy man whom he 


had admired, and in order to get f rid 1 of 6 


him and his reproofs, impriſoned him as a 
malefactor. HF Herod the Tetrarch, being 


reproved by him, for Herodias, his brother 


Philip s "ny and far all the evils 5 which He- 


5 Luke iii. 19. KENT n 
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od Dad dane, ated this, yet above all, that 


be hut up John in priſin. From the ſequel « 
df the hiſtory we learn, that John was af. 


terwards, by Herod's order, put to death. 


From all the circumſtances which haue 
been mentioned, when they are put toge- 
ther, we may be able to form « full idea 
of the ſtate of Herod's mind. His Creator 
had endowed him with a ſtrong difcern- 
ment of what was reſpectable and worthy 
in a human character. He had fitted him 
for receiving, in a ſenſible and lively man- 
ner, thoſe delicate enjoyments which ariſt 
from religious and moral contemplations, 
He was hereby qualified, in a /peculiar 
manner, to perceive and feel the-force of 
his religious and moral obligations. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the moſt impure and criminal 


paffions had got the chief aſcendant- in his 


heart. Theſe he was determined to in- 
dulge; and therefore, every religious and 
moral principle, and every virtuous ſenti- 
ment which God had planted in his nature, 
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petition with his favourite mines 
This appears to Have been the dlfeordant 


Tir c of Herod the mb % 
were controlled, when they ca . 1 


ſituation of his mind ; nor was this a ſin- 
gularity. It oftentinits occurs in human life; 
Men frequently admire that excellence 
and worth whereof they ate themſelves en- 
tirely deſtitute, Fhey feel pleaſure in the 
contemplation of a worthy character, and 
in marking the effects of it in the order 
and happineſs of a virtuous life: all this 

is found to be 4 beautiful and pleaſant 


ton a very lovely feng. of one that hath * 


pleaſant voice, and playerh well upon an i 
firament, But when theſe religious and 
and moral eontemplations are directed und 
ſet in oppoſition to their own character and 


courſe of life, when. by this direction they 


are made to fee their own iniquity and 
guilt; then their admiration and 5 is 

changetl into diſpleaſure and diſguſt. 
This appears to be a ſtrange abſurdity 
and contradiction in the heart of man: 
but 


% 
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but it is not difficult to ſee the cauſe of it 
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and. theſe two oppoſite | appearances in 5 


; ſame character may be thus accounted for, 


In the former caſe, when a man feels 72 


approbation and eſteem of what i is "excel- 
lent and worthy, the view of it is, by itſelf, 


preſented to his mind, with nothing to op. 


poſe its influence and im preſſion on. the 
heart, In this caſe, the original con 
ſtruction of the human heart, and the ori- 
ginal impreffion made upon it by the band 
of God, exert their power, and lead him 
to admire and love the beautiful idea. But 


vrhen the ſame man is called to act his p! art. 
in life, upon the influence of theſe good 


impreflions which God had put into. his 
heart; then his intereſted paſſions and 
purſuits, the temptations and examples o of 
the world, ſet themſelves in oppoſition to 
his moral and religious views; 3 and in this 
unequal ſtrife, the virtuous _ impreſſions 
.which he had from God, and all the beau- 


.tiful and pleaſant apprehenſions he had 
formed 
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formed of what is excellent and worthy, 
yield to the n N of his cor- 
ruptions. 


Thus it was with 3 hill yl 


reſpectable virtues of the Baptift's charac- 


ter, and the religious leſſons which he 
taught, were ſimply ſet before him, they 
raiſed his veneration, and he heard them 
zlady. But when the Baptiſt proceeded 
to point his religious inſtructions againſt 


the criminal and guilty life of Herod, and to 


reprove him for his wickedneſs; 3 that ſame 
venerable man whom he had ad mired, be- 
came the object of his hatred, and thoſe 


ſame inſtructions which had given him joy, 
ove him diſpleaſure and diſguſt. He 


therefore firſt impriſoned N. and put. him 


afterwards to death. 
From all that hath, bes fad, it way 
ſufficiently appear, that a man's virtue 


and integrity cannot be aſcertained from | 
the paſſive feelings and. impreſſions. that are 


made upon his heart; but from their 
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The Charafter of Herod the Jetrarch. 6 
religious infrudtions of the Baptiſt g 
im joy. How much greater joy muſt theſe 
ſane. moral and religious inſtruſtions give 
to the man who. is prepared in a proper 
manner for receivit f them; whoſe original | 
diſcernment of what is yittuous and ex- 
cellent has been iſuitablʒy improved, and 
whoſe joy is not diſturbed hy the rxemon- 
ſtrance af his conſcience againſt himſelf; 
which we muſt ſuppoſe ts haye been the 
caſe with Herad hen he feared. the Bap- 
tiſt, and obſerved him and beamd him gladhy. 

2dly, That. the ſame. capacity of receiv- 
h ing joy. from religious and. moral .contemp=- 
lations, if its original and. genuine inten- 
tion is contralled, wuſt become che ſourge 
of the.bittereſt anguiſh and giſtreſs. We 
cannot conceive a ſttanger cauſe of miſexy⸗ 
than to be conſtrained hy. the ęſſential. n- 
Fitution of our natures; to admire and 
love what is excellent znd, vixtyuous, and 
to be, at the ſame time, conſtrained to 
condemn and reproach ourſelyes, as vi- 
| F 2 cious 
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cious and depraved; and the greater ne Fj 
of this moral and religious ſenſibility G 
has put into the heart of any man, he 
Higher pleaſure and enjoyment he has made 
him capable of deriving from this ſource; | 
he muſt be liable to ſo much the more 
[exquiſite anguiſh and remorſe, when this 
amiĩable faculty of his nature is controlled. 
This, we have reaſon to believe, was He- 
rod's caſe. When he impriſoned and 
murdered John, whoſe holineſs and juſtice 
he revered, he doubtlefs felt à ſad ſtrug- 
gle and convulſion in his boſom. We are 
informed by the evangelift *, that when 
he thought himſelf obliged, by the promi 
he had made to Herodias's daughter, he 
was exceeding ſorry. This ſorrow, it is 
_ probable, wrought'a long time and drang 
in his breaſt; as may be naturally inferred 
from the alarming apprehenſion which be 
"Eatertained of John's having . __ 
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| the dead, when he + heard of the miracles 
that were wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, j 
3dly, That the foundation of the future | 
happineſs or miſery of eyery man, will pro- 
bably be laid in the internal ſtate and tem- 
per of his ſoul. That ſenſe of religious 
and moral excellence which God originally 
implanted in the human heart, when it is 
duly cultivated, and formed into the ruling 
' temper of the foul, will. become the i im- 

mediate ſource of everlaſting joy; but 
when it is impriſoned and controlled by 
oppoſite depraved affections in the heart, 
it will become the ſource of everlaſting 
woe, creating what the ſcripture calls, 
the worm that never dies, and the fire that is 
never quenched. This may be inferred with 
the greateſt probability, from the expe- 
rience of that pure and exquiſite pleaſure 
which proceeds from this amiable faculty 
when it is duly exerciſed ; and the oppolite 
bitterneſs and anguiſh which proceeds from 


+ Mark vi, 16, 5 
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The Char after and a Conde of bon 


MATTHEW xxvi. 24, 18, 16. 
Then one of the twelve, called Judas Heri, 
went unto the chief Prig 2%, and ſaid unto 5 
them, What will ye give me, and I will de | 
ver him unto you & And they covenanted 
with him for thirty pieces of filver.” Aud 
from that time he CE e pd to bad 
tray him. 1 


IN acre. hiſtory, not « only che geri * 
and examples af great and gagd mg 
are ſet before us for our imitation, but 


the bad ende, and examples of the 
F 4 wicked 
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wicked are left upon record, to cautict 


us againſt them, and to excite in us 2 1 
| hatred and deteſtation of their wickedneſs, 


Of this laſt kind, no one is of a more hate- 


ful nature; nor is there any one more fruit. 
ful of inſtruction, than the hiſtory of Ju- 
das Iſcariot by whom our Saviour was | 


| betrayed, The ſeveral circumſtances re- 


corded by the evangeliſts, in the hiſtory 


they have given of this unhappy man, 
ſu ggeſt ſome wy — and Jawful 
| admonitions. EI 
Judas, you know, was choc {hg our 
Caviar to be one of the twelve diſciples 
who were conſtantly to attend upon his 
miniſtry, and to be thereby qualified to 
preach and propagate the goſpel. For 


what reaſon a man of his character was 


choſen to this office by our Saviour, we 
are not expreſsly told. Probably it was 


becauſe he knew him to be the fitteſt in- 


ſtrument of bringing about his laſt ſuffer- 


bogs and death up the craſs ; which 
from 


e Judas Icuriot. 73 


| from the beginning he bad reſolved to un- 


dergo, and which, with che me u er 
in they were to happen, he had, during 


the courſe © of his miniſtry, frequently 
foretold. It is likewiſe not improbable that 


Jeſus made choice of him to be one of his 
conſtant followers, hereby to ſhow, that the 
worſt of men, and one who had the fulleſt 
opportunity of knowing him, was not able to 
fix any blemiſh on his character, though ne- 
ceſſary to the vindication of himſelf when 
he betrayed him. By this man Jeſus was 


| betrayed into the hands of the chief prieſts 


and rulers of the Jews, who had reſolved 


to take away his life; and to this hateful 


crime he was induced by the promiſe of a 
pitiful reward of thirty pieces of ſilver, as 
the text informs us. Previous to this, he 


had been entruſted with the fund 1 from 


which the diſciples bought neceſſary provi- 


ſion for themſelves and for their maſter, 


and from which they gave their alms for 


| { John 1. é. all 55. N 
the 


the eee poor. 1 the dit , 


of this. truſt, be had hecome a thief, and 


ſtole from the fund committed to his euſ⸗ 
tody. From all this, it appears that ava: 
rice, or the immoderate love of gain was his 


predominant and ruling paſſion, and the 
ſource: of that ſeries of guilt and ner in 


which he involved bin, on 

From the ſhort view that has been given 
of. the hiſtory of I adas, the fallowing.o gy 
farratinns natively ariſe, 


3, We may obſerye, the hateful. pr 


ernicious influence of avarice, when once 


it — poſſeſſion of the heart of man. With 


great, propriety the apoſtle + calls it, th 


roat of all evil. Every kind of moral evil, 


and many of the natural evils gr calamities 


of life grow out. of it, as the apoſtle ex- 


preſſes it in the paſſage juſt now referred to; 
Py its influence men haue erred from the 
faith, pierced themſelues n. r 


5 
74 / 'S- 25 
o , . , d 5 8 £ 5 - mn * 
L 4 85.7: 3 
{ . 
. 


+ E Tim, v vi, 10. 


- 
$ 


/ 
þ 5 


Judas Iiari. 95 
An unfeeling heafty inacceffible ti the 


4 tender ties of friendſhip and humanity, de- 
& ceit and fraud, rapine and oppteffiony in- 
15 fidelity and breach of truſt, perjury and 
* murder, have been the ſad productions of | 
te | this deteſtable and hateful paſſion; when 
* once it has got the chief aſcendant in the 
7 heart of man. We can conceive nothing | 
N worſe, than what is here recorded of it in 


the hiſtory of Judas; viz. that by its accurſ- 
ed influence, he was tempted to betray the 
Son of God intb the hands of thoſe who 
(he knew) intended to deſtroy his life; 
to betray him under the diſguiſe of friend 
ſhip and eſteem, and under a full convic- 
tion of the irreproachable innocence nou 
goodneſs of his life, ; 


4 auh, Obſerve from the hiſtory of * 
5 how one ſin leads to the commiſſion of 
4 another, and fmkller fins to the commifion 
7 of groſſer and more enormous ones. Judas 
p inſtigated by his uvarice, firſt committed 
4 . theft, then betrayed his maſter, and laſt 
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of all, murdered and deſtroyed himſelf 


A like connexion of iniquities is oft 
be obſerved in the experience of life. One 
act of wickedneſs frequently requires ano- 


ther to conceal it, or to ſecure the advan- 
tages expected from it. In general when 
once a man deliberately departs from his in- 
tegrity, and conſents to what he knows to 
be criminal and wrong, he will feel from 


thence a tendency to wickedneſs increaſing 
every future moment of his life. Tbe 
checks of conſcience, a ſenſe of honour, 
2 regard to reputation, the apprehenſion of 


divine diſpleaſure, and every other guard 


of innocence will be gradually weakened 
and impaired ; whilſt, having once broke 
looſe from theſe reſtraints, the paſſion for 


unlawful intereſt or pleaſure will be pro- 


portionally ſtrengthened. and inflamed. 
Vice, indeed, has no ſolid ground to reft 
itſelf upon, or from whence it can put a 
ſtop to its own pernicious progreſs; and 
when once a man deliberately violates the 


dickates 
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liQates of his conſcience, he he will find 5 
himſelf deſcending as from a preeipice, 
where his enfeebled reſolution cannot ſtop 
the progreſs of his wickedneſs, or prevent 
his ſinking downward into deeper guilt. 

Thus it was with Judas, and thus it has 


been with evefy other ſinner in the progreſs 
of his wickedneſs. From avarice, from an 


exceſſive love of pleaſure, or from an im- 


moderate ambition, men have been con- 


ducted, ſtep by ſtep, to commit, at length, 
the moſt enormous wickedneſs; the thought 
of which, at the beginning of their pro- 
zreſs, would have ſtartled them, and raiſed 
horror and indignation in their boſoms. 
What: Solomon obſerves * of the begin- 


ning of ſtrife, is extremely applicable to the 


beginning and progreſs of iniquity ; the be- 
ginning of ſtrife is as when one letteth out 
water, At its firſt. eruption it may eaſily 
be ſtopt ; but if let alone and ſuffered to 


proceed without reſtraint, it may ſwell 


| .* Prov, xvii, os” 1 8 
into 
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into a torrent, which no art or p- 
anan will be able to reſſſt. 
© When David gratified his curioſity 
Aooking at Bethſheba, he undoubtedly dal 
no thought of thoſe enormous crimes to 
«which this fatal cutioſity aſterwards con- 
Aducted him. We may even believe, that, 
at firſt, the thought of his »becoming en 
-adulterer, a betrayer, and a mii! 
Would have ſtartled and confou ndedhhim: 
yet he afterwards, calmly and. delihetately, 
committed theſe abominable erimes; aggiz- 
vated with peculiar circumſtances of \erior- 
mity and gullt, his unlawful curiaſity tt 
led him to adultery. To conceal his infa- 
my and guilt, he impoſed upon abe 
-and-honeſt ſervant: and, laſtly, to ſecure 
the continuanee of his criminal fefa ment, 
ihe cauſed him: to be put to death. 
3d. Obſerve, That wickedneſs wider 
length ereate its own puniſhment and miſe- 
ry. Without any poſitive exertion of. the 


8 power and juſlice, Judas became the 
ayenger 


of Jake Jin. » 


wether of his own artacious "wickedneſs, 
We are informed by the exanpdlift;, * Thu 
when Judas ſaw that Jeſus was coudenindd,; 
he repented himſelf af his ꝓerfidinuſneſs 
and cruelty; und to this jowrn everlaſting 
infamy, declared, in preſence of the chief 
prieſts and elders oftthe Jews, that, he ht 
nne, by betraying rhein, h return 
ing, with indignation xgainfſt himſalf, the 
reward of his perſidinuiſnefs ; may, toßſuch 
4 degree Was his reonfcience pierced .yyith 
the innocence and goedneſsi oft his Maſterẽs 
life, and his oi baſeneſd in betraying him, 
that, in: order _— I b. => 
put himſelf to death. ! 

In this manner has God, lae viikieo 
and jaſtice of his ꝓrovidence, connetcter 
guilt· with miſery ard ſhame; . and- althaugh 
this connexion *may,libyvarious: accidents 
in this world, be interrupted, orſſuſpended, 
for a while ; till, nevertheleſs, rat length, 


e, xaviit 332 


prevail, 


u ſhall expire, and Ge 


then ſhall innen 17 the frait of 


* Though wickedneſs feos tbe 
n become as the gall of aſps within him. 
- 4th. Obſerve, That no degree of hard- 


My or inſenſibility in wickedneſs, cat 
ſecure a man from the anguiſh 2 remorſe, 
Which "guilt, by the juſt appointment 

Almighty God, has a — topr duc 
in the conſcience of a ſinner. Judas, wm 
may believe, had arrived at a gr ea ; degre: 
of this inſenſibility, before he could enter- 
tain the thought of in his innocent 
ark in the « front light, from the deli 
” nd determined manner in which he 
X rr into execution his perfidious deſign. 
8 Wo: „ Job, the 
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Jeſus, immediately before, had ſhewn the 


moſt endearing eondeſcenſion to his friends, 


+ by waſhing their feet, as if he had been 


their meaneſt ſervant; and whilſt he enter- 
tained them at his table, expreſſing the 
moſt tender ſentiments of friendſhip to- 
wards them t, he foretold the treachery of 


Judas &; warned him of its fatal conſe- 


quence, and, with - a generous. diſtreſs for 


the unhappy man , lamented the deſtruc- 


tion he was bringing on himſelf. The ſon 
ef man goeth, as it is written of him, but woe 


unto that man by whom he is betrayed, 
After theſe affecting admonitions, 3 


immediately went from the preſence of his 


Maſter, to execute his horrible deſign, 


without the leaſt reluctancy or diſcompo- 
ſure. After he had gone, in this manner, 
from the preſence of his Maſter, he, with 
the ſame hardneſs and inſenſibility, ad- 
dreſſed the chief prieſts and rulers. of the 


+ John xiii, 3. I Mate xxvi. 21. 
S Mat, xxvi, 24. John xiii, 22, 
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Jews, aſked them, What reward they 
would beſtow, on his delivering Jeſus into 

their hands; and covenanted with them 
for the pitiful reward of thirty pieces of 
filver, i e Dog 
Having thus calmly and deliberately 
the darkneſs and filence of the night, into 
the place where he knew Jeſus was; carry- 
ing {till the maſk of regard and friendſhip 
towards him; and without being in the 
leaſt abaſhed by the preſence of his maſter, 
or the preſence and obſervation of bis 
friends, delivered' him into the hands of 
thoſe malicious men, who had come with 
arms to apprehend him; having previoully 
given them a ſign, whereby they might 
know him M homſoever I Hall kiſs, the ſame - 
is he, hold him faſt. And forthwith he came 
to Jeſus and ſaid, Hail Maſter, and liſci 


* Mat, xxvi. 47. 


x 0 
bet 
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1 8 cams they, and . hands on 


Jeſus, and took him. 

All this horrid ſcene of panes; per- 
fidiouſneſs, and cruelty, Judas could not 
haye gone through, without a moſt extra- 
ordinary pitch of bardneſs and inſenſihility. 


In the language of the apoſtle Paul, * He 


muſt have bad bis conſcience ſeared with a hot 
iron; and + paſt feeling. Nevertheleſs, in 

ſpite of all this ſtrange inſenſibility, ſoon 
after the completion. of his' wickedneſs, his 
conſcience was awakened ; he perceived the 


atrocity and hateful nature of the wicked- 


neſs which he had done; and the percep- 


tion of it pierced his heart with ſuch an 


unſufferable anguiſh, that, in order to get 
rid of it, he went and hanged bimſelf. 


This melancholy example may awaken the 
attention of the moſt intrepid and determin- 


el ſinner upon earth; and give him ground 
to apprehend, that at the iſſue of a guilty 


life, when all the advantages and plea- 


C U Tim. i ir. 2. + Eph, iy. 19. 
G 2 ſures, 
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ſures, whereby he was enticed and- fats 
tered in his wickedneſs, are gone, his con- 
ſcience will at length reclaim ; the hateful- 
neſs of his iniquity will be found, and create 


within his breaſt, the worm that never _ 
and the fre that is never to be quenched.” + 


Sth. Obſerve, That immoderate and * 
ful paſſions, when indulged, defeat their 
own deſign, and deftroy thoſe intereſts and 
pleaſures, which they prompt the ſinner to 
'purfue, Judas, inſtead of adding to his 
gain, by his enormous avarice, loſt by it 

every intereſt in this world, and life itſelf. 
In his cafe was literally fulfilled the obfer- 
vation of the wiſe king, * That greedintſi of 
gain taketh away the life of the owners thereof. 
Judas was forced, by the remonſtrance of 
his conſcience, to reſign the reward of bis 
iniquity. + Men be Jos that Tefus was 
condemned, he repented himſelf, and brought 
again the thirty pieces of filver to the thief 
pries and elders, ſaying, I have finned, in 
Prov. . 19. + Mat,xzvii, 4. 


ju ' > 5 a . 
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of Judas Iſeariat.. ir” in 


that I have betrayed the innocent blood. Alongſt 
with the loſs of his reward, had he con- 
tinued to ſurvive the wickedneſs which he 
had done, he muſt have loſt every other 
intereſt in this world. His friends who 
with himſelf had been the followers of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, muſt have for ever held him in 
the utmoſt deteſtation, as the moſt perfidi- 
ous and execrable wretch. Even the prieſts 
and rulers of the Jews, and the people of Je- 
ruſalem, whatever appearance of regard they. 
had ſhowed him, as the inſtrument and ex- 
cutioner of their malice, muſt have for 
ever hated and deſpiſed him, as a wretch. 
that could never afterwards be truſted or 
eſteemed; as appears from the reply that 
was given him when he declared that he 
had betrayed the innocent blood, abe is: 
that to us, ſee thou to that | 
Thus do immoderate and finful paſſions 
_ diſappoint their own deſign ; and thus did 
Judas yl his enormous avarice dey” the 


x Mat. xxvii, 6 210795 6 
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profit and advantage which he meant and 
expected to promote. Inſtances of a like 
nature are often to be obſerved among 
mankind. Immoderate ambition has been 
often the occaſion of tumbling the ambi- 
tious man into the loweſt ſtate of meanneſs 

and contempt. Voluptuouſneſs, or an ex» = 
eeſſive love of ſenſual pleaſure, has been 

frequently the cauſe of the moſt tormenting 
pain, and ſometimes of an untimely and 
miſerable death. The appetites and pa 
fions' which the Author of Nature hath 
planted in the heart of man, when they 
are moderate and calm, and properly di- 
rected by the light of reaſon and reli» 

gion, quicken the activity and add to 

the happineſs of human life; but when 

they riſe to an immoderate | exceſs, they 
drive men to . ay," and 


ſhame, £2; 
thly, The laſt eee which" 1 


offer from the hiſtory of Judas is , that it 


ue a ſtrong atteſtation to the innocence 
| and 


ö 


Judas Iſcariat. 87 
and goodneſs of our Saviour's life + ; an 
atteftation from the man who had a princi- 
pal hand in cauſing him to be put to death; 


who had the ftrongeft inducement from a 


regard to his own character and reputa- 
tion to accuſe him, had he been able to 


| diſcover any blemiſh in his conduct; and 


who had withal the beſt opportunity of 
knowing it. Judas had been the conſtant 
witneſs and companion of Jeſus* miniftry, 
and was well acquainted with the whole 
tranſactions of his life ; had he been able 
to reproach him for any inftance of artifice 
or mifbehaviour, he would undoubtedly 
have publiſhed it, with a view to vindicate 
himſelf when he had betrayed him. But 
inſtead. of this, he was forced, to his own 
eternal infamy, publickly to declare the 
innocence and goodneſs of the perſon whom 
he had betrayed, and his own inexcuſable 


guilt and malice in betraying him; nay, 


+ See Eſſay on the Life of Jeſus Chriſt, ſecond edition, p. 20. 
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ſuch was his remorſe and agony when he | 


reflected on his guilt, that in order to get 
rid of it, he put himſelf to death. 

It is indeed remarkable, that the inno- 
cence and goodneſs of our Saviour's life is 
atteſted, not only by his friends, but by 


his moſt malicious and ſpiteful foes. Ju- 


das, as we have ſeen, to his own eternal 
infamy, declared his innocence to the chief 
prieſts and rulers of the Jews, into whoſe 
hands he had betrayed him. Pontius Pi- 
late, at the very time that he condemned 
him to be crucified, judicially declared 
his opinion of his innocence &. Herod, to 
whoſe judgment he was remitted by Pon- 


tius Pilate, although he mocked and ſet hin 


at nought, as an inſignificant and deſpicable 


man, t yet found nothing dane by him worthy 


of death, The Centurion and the Roman 


ſoldiers who watched the execution, ob- 


ſerving the circumſtances and manner of 
his death, cried out publickly, in the bear- 
Luke xxiiiQ 13. t Luke Mili. 25. 


of Judas Iſcar ige. 89 


ing of the multitude, * Truly this was a rigb- 
tous man. Nay, all the people who had 
come together to the ſight, (and we may be- 
lieve with no prejudice in favour of the 
ſufferer) when they beheld what was 


e is 

by done 8, returned to Jeruſalem ſmiting their 
Ju- zreaſts, in token of their ſorrow and re- 
nal morſe for having conſented to his death. 


Luke xxiii. 47. & Luke xxiti. 48. 
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 Wollemes: Pilate. | 


Logs uxili, 23, 24- 


Aud they were inſtant with loud Voices, 1 2 
ſuiring .that he might be crucified : and 
the voices of them and of the chief priefts 
prevailed, and Pilate gave ſentence that 


it pauli be as they. required, 


Powrius PILATE was Kees 

procurator, in ehe province of Judea, 
when Jeſus was condemned dy the couneik 
of Jeruſalem, as eriminal who deſerved 


to die, The TOR of the council 
in, could 


{ 
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could not be carried into execution, till 
it was rejudged and ratified by the Roman: 
procurator. Jeſus is therefore brought 
before him, and a requiſition made, that 
he ſhould ratify and add his ſanction and 
authority to the ſentence they had given. 
The manner in which this application was 
received, and the conduct of Pilate, in 
conſequence of it, were extremely ſingu- 
lar, and ſuggeſt ſome very uſeful and in- 
ſtructive obſervations, 

_ Pilate, when Jeſus was Me before 
him and accuſed of the crimes for which 
the council of Jeruſalem had condemned 
him, immediately took ſome trial and ex- 
amination of the caſe ; for it is expreſsly 
Taid, by the evangeliſt, that when Pilate 
was preſſed by the council to ratify their - 
ſentence, he made this anſwer, * You have 
brought this man to me as one that perverteth 
the people and behold I have examined him 
him . you. It further r from 


* Luke xxiii, * the 


of Pontius Pilate. 1 95 


the hiſtory of this matter, * that Pilate, 


in order to be more fully informed of the 
circumſtances of the caſe, put ſeveral queſ- 
tions to Jeſus himſelf +. After he had 
thus heard the cauſe and queſtioned the 
- priſoner himſelf, he ſolemnly and publickly 


announced his innocence &, 7 find, ſays be, 


w fault in him at all; and ſeveral times re- 
peated this public declaration of his inno- 
cence. The members of the Jewiſh coun- 
cil infiſting, nevertheleſs, with a moſt 
rehement importunity, that Pilate ſhould 
confirm their ſentence ; he, at length, 
yielded to their ey but previous 
to this, tried three different expedients, 
in order to preſerve his life, and avoid the 
hateful taſk of condemning a priſoner to 
die, whoſe innocence of the crimes of 
which he was accuſed, he had a 
announced, . 


* John xviii. 33. + Ichn xvili. 33. 
\ Luke xxiii. 4. 


He 
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He firſt t endeavoured to perſuade the 
council and people of Jeruſalem, to make 
choice of Jeſus as the priſoner whom he 
 thould releaſe ; according ta the cuſtom of 
_ releaſing ane, at the eelebration of the 
paſſover, But the Jewiſh countil and the 
populace, by their perſuaſion, inſtantly - 
rejecting this propoſal of the governar, he 
fell upon 2 different expedient, 5 He te- 
mitted him to Herod, governor in Galilee, 
alleging, he belonged to Herod's juriſdic- 
tion, But this ſecond expedient likewiſe 
failed, Herod with his men of. wap (or 
the officers of his army), after they had 
treated him with every mark of inſolence 
and ſcorn, * as a perſon that was unworthy 
of a folema trial, ſent him hack to Pilat 
uncondemned. When both of theſe ex» 
pedients had failed, he delivered Jeſus [to 
the Roman ſoldiers to be ſcourged, hoping 
that by the ſeverity and horror of this pu- 


1 John xviii, 38. J Lake wall; 6. 


* Luke xxiii, 11. 
niſhment 
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be might be crucied and the waices of them 


of Pontius Piluu. a 
niſhment he might ſatiate the hatred and 
wrath of his accuſers, and diffuade them 
from inſiſting on his death, That this 


was the intention of the governor in de- 
lirering him to the ſoldiers to be ſcourged, 


_ appears highly probable from the account 


which is given of this circumſtance by 
the evangeliſt : & he informs us, that after 
Jeſus had been ſcourged, Pilate brought him 
forth, and preſented him to the chief prieſts | 
and rulers of the Jews, ſaying to them, 
Bhold the man With a view, it is pro- 
bable, to move their compaſſion for him, 
and make them deſiſt from their importu- 
nity to have him put to death. After 
theſe expedients had been tried, without 
ſucceſs, Pilate was at length prevailed upon 
wratify the ſentence of the council, which 
had condemned him to be cruciſied. Th 
were inſlant with loud voice, requiring cha- 


and of the ehief prigis preuailad, and Pilate 
5 John zviü. 2 
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” gave ſentence, that 1 it bean be 1 as 40 tes 
3 

From the WY account of this matter 
it appears, there were two circ umſtances 
chiefly that determined Pilate to comply 
with the requiſition of the Jewiſh council, 
contrary to the judgment of his conſcience 
and the ſolemn declaration. he ns made 
of Jeſus* innacence. 55 
Iſt, His apprehending that a mul 
and inſurrection might be made by the 
people of Jeruſalem, in caſe he perſiſted to 
refuſe his compliance with their demand. 
Not only the members of the council, but 
the whole inhabitants of the city of Jeru · 
ſalem were, at this time, inflamed with 
hatred and rancour againſt the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, as a deſpiſer of their temple and of 
the ceremonies of their religion, to which 
they were attached with a degree of ſuper- 
ſtitious madneſs. They were therefore 
violently bent upon his condemnation, 


and * to riſk the public peace and 
- 4 


os 


| heir own ſafety;, 1 tha even has 
tueir priſoner ſhould eſcape: | Pilate know= 


ing it belonged to his department to pre- 


ſerve the public peace, and that he would 
be anſwerable for the conſequences of any 


not or diſorder that might ariſe among the 
people of Jeruſalem, in caſe he continued 


to reſiſt their importunity, at length con- 
ented that Jeſus ſhould be crucified, ac- 
cording, to the judgment given by the coun- 
eil. That this was the motive which 
letermined him, appears from the account 
ziven by St. Matthew. ben Pilate 
ſaw that he could prevail as ; but. that. 
rather 4 tumidlt was made, He took water 
nd when he had ſcourged Feſus, he delivered 
him to be crucified; It appears. farther from 
it, Mark. + And þo Pilate, willing to. con- 
tent the people, releaſed Barabbas to them, and 
lliverel Jeſus unto them to be crucified. 
 2dly, Another circumſtance ſeems alſo 
to have determined him, viz. an apprehen- 
„ Mat, xxvii, 86 + Mark xv. 15. N 
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Lon, that the council of Jeruſalem; might N 
complain of him to Cæſar, as inattentive 
to his intereſt and authority in the pro- 
vince of Judea, over which he had been 
appointed governor; or as ſecretly connir- 
ing at the treaſunable deſigns, which, they 
alleged, Jeſus entertained againſt the No- 
man government. I ben the Jetus cried out, 
If thou let this man go, thou art not Caſar: 
Friend; whaever maketh himfelf | a king, 
ſheaketh again Cafar. Pilate brought forth 
Feſus, and ſat down in the judgment-ſaat,— 
and delivered Him 10 the gg 2 2 cru- 
afied.. 
From this account of Pilate's bs in 
the trial and condemnation of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, ſeveral. uſeful obſervations 88807 
ariſe, 

zſt, We may obſerve, that even 11 
minds of very bad men, there may remain 
a ſecret love of innocence, and averſion to 


3 and, in — of 9 8 1 


Ys John kix, 18. 


* * 4 4 ; 
4 1 


* =. 


" defire to avoid the tonmilifion'df oma 
crime, when it cat be àvsided in à contift2 
ency with their ſinful SO 
purſuits. In tHe diſcoarſe d Herod's chat 

rater, we have ſeen; With how much — 
gard and venerati6ii, a- perſon of diltins 
euiſhed worth, ſich as John the Biptiſt, 
ein ſtrike the eonſcience df the Mbit lickHz 
tibiis man. Th the behaviour of Pbntiu 
Pilate, which is the fubject of the prefeht 
diſcoutſe; we may obletve the nit, or 1 
finilar effect, with fuch varldtich BTy 
23 proceeded from the difference of the HE 
ation wheteiti Hefbd ant Pilate ftbbd With 
relation to the perſbns Whs Had rarfed their 
reneration and regard. Herod frared fohfi, 
ind obſerved him; afid When, dt the fe- 
queſt of Herudlas' daughter, he pave öräets 
that he {bult be put to death, it was With 
fortow and tegtet. Pllate, in Is + matiner; 
ſtettis tö hive revered the intöcencé 10 
virtue of the blefled Jefus; atid, ther [efors, 
fttigtled hard agaibilt te ichpoftunity and 
H 2 : ela- 
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clamour of the Jews; who inſiſted on hi? 
death: and when he was at laſt prevailed 
upon to ratify the unjuſt deciſion of the 
council, he endeavoured, by ſome artful 
apologies, to colour or conceal the ee of 
his procedure from himſelf. 1 | 
That Pilate was a man of a corrupt . 
and diſhoneſt heart, may fafely be inferred 
from his conduct, in the trial and condem- 
nation of our bleſſed Saviour. Beſides this, 
we have other proofs of his profligate and 
immoral character. Philo, the Jew, charges 
him with the commiſſion of the moſt atro- 
cious crimes; and deſcribes his adminiſtra- 
tion in the province of Judea, as a continu- 
ed ſeries of injuſtice and oppreſſion. But 
how corrupt ſoever in the uſual tenor of the. 
his conduct, he was exceedingly unwilling 
to ratify the cruel and unjuſt deciſion of 
the Jewiſh council; invented various expe- 
dients to avoid the hateful taſk of condemn- 
ing an innocent perſon to be crucified ; and 


when he v as at * ee upon, it wa 


3 
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under an artificial diſguiſe of innocence. 


This oppoſition to the Jewiſn council, 
could proceed from nothing, but the re- 
monſtrance of his conſcience, againſt the 
iniquity of condemning a man to death, 
whoſe innocence of the crimes of which he 
was accuſed, he had ſolemnly announced. 
Jeſus had no connexions upon earth, 
which could intimidate the judge, or ex- 
poſe him to any diſadvantage or danger in 


condemning him: nay, had it not been for 


the ſecret remonſtrance of his conſcience, 
every thing combined to perſuade him to 
gratify the Jews in their demand. | 
Thus it may appear, that even in the 
worſt of men, there may remain a love of 
Innocence, and averſion to injuſtice ; and, 


in conſequence of this, a deſire to avoid 


the commiſſion of an odious crime, when it 
can be avoided, in a conſiſtency with their 


| finful projects and purſuits. That ſenſe of 


right and wrong, which was originally im- 
Planted in the human breaſt, it is difficult, 
H 3 entirely, 
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entirely, to eraſe. When it is, at any 
time, controlled by the overpowering in- 
fluence of ſinful paſſions, it will, never. 
thelefs, create ſome trouble and diſturbance 
in the conſcience of a ſmner: if he is 90 
totally hardened: and: infenfible, a ftronger- 
conceived, than is given in the condu& of - 
Pontius Pilate, when he delivered Feſus to 
 erucifigd. | He. nov! only, at che fiſt, 1. 
fuſed. to comply with. the importunate” te- 
queſd of the council and people of Jeruſa-' 
leſs perſon, to be put to death, and:invented; 
various expedients to preſprvè his life; but, 
as if he had been.employedito be. his aduocate 
andi friend, he pleaded in behalfrof:the pri- 
ſoner, who. was, brought before him, and 
arraigned at his tribunal, as a. dangerous 
malefactor; * by, ſays he, what-eviÞhath- 
be. done 8: Ind in him no: fuuit at all; T will” 
there _ chaftife him, and let him ge. It is. 
. «Luke xi „% 1 
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of Pontins Pilate: 


which is paid to diſtinguiſhed innocence 
and virtue, even by a perfon of a proffigate 
and immoral character. It is pleafant to 
obſerve, even in the worft of men; fome 
faint remains of that impreffion of the Hand 
of God, which a ann tr _ my Ne 


of man! 


2d, we mer chr th fronr the e Aer 


of Pontius Pilate, as above-deſcribed, that 


whatever ſeeret approbation may be given to 
innocenee and virtue, in the conſcience of 
a ſinner; whatever horror he may feel at 
the thought of committing an atrocious 


crime, wick whatever earneſtneſs he ma 


wiſh to avoid the commiſſion of it; yet all 
this wilt yield at length, and fall a ſacrifice 
to thoſe unlawful intereſts and paſſions, by 
which he is directed in the habitual tenor 


of his life. Here, indeed, the corruption 


of the human heart principally ſhews itſelf. 
Men are not led to the commiſſlon of what 


is 2 either by an inability to diſtin- 
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guiſh between i innocence and guilt; or. by 
a total indifference, ' whether they them- 
| ſelves ſhall be innocent or guilty. This 
diſtinction, and the importance of it, is 


perceived, more or leſs, by every man, 


who has not arrived at the laſt ſtage of 


corruption and depravity. It is by the 


overbearing influence of oppoſite attach - 
ments, that ſinners darken, and pervert 
their original ſenſe of right and wrong; 
and are driven to the commiſſion of the 
crimes, which they ſecretly condemn, ”m 
ſecretly deſire to avoid, 

This was evidently the ſtate of pilates 


Of mind, and the manner in which he pro- 


ceeded, in giving his conſent, and ſanction, 
to the judgment of the - Jewiſh council, 


condemning Jeſus to be crucified. . An in- 


tereſted ambition was his ruling-paffon: 
he was eagerly ſolicitous to preſerve the 
honour and profits of the office, which he 
held in the province of Judea. He was 


ſenſible, that the crimes he had com- 
witted 


— 
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mitted in the courſe of his adminiſtra» 

tion, had expoſed him to the hatred and 

reſentment of the people of Jeruſalem. He, 

had, therefore, cauſe to apprehend, that, 

upon a complaint : of mal- adminiſtration, 

he might be deprived of the honour and 

profits of his place. He perceived withal, 

that the council and people of Jeruſalem 

were keenly and unanimouſly reſolved to | 

have Jeſus put to death ; and- that, with | 

this view, they had accuſed him as a per- 

ſon who was dangerous to the Roman 
power. The chief prieſts, and rulers of 

the Jews, had expreſsly told the governor, 

that they would think him inattentive to 

the intereſts of Cæſar, or, perhaps, con- 

niving at a treaſonable conſpiracy againſt 

his power, if he let Jeſus go, after he had 

called himſelf a king. Theſe conſidera- 

tions, working on the nes and am- 
bitious deſires of his heart, ſilenced, at at 

length, the remonſtrance of his ene | 


end determined him to yield to the impor- 
tunity 


106 w came and c 


_— of the Jews. When they told him; 
that if he let Feſus go, be mos not Cr 
Riend; the voices of the chief PIR of 


the people, prevailed. 
- Ambition, it is ſaid, is tho paſtion'of a 


Sams but nothing is truly noble, in 
| the hears of man, but the love of truth and 

right; and the ambition of obtaining that 
preferment and eſteem, which is acquired 
Þya virtuous and honourable eonduct. This 
15, indeed, the ambition of a noble ſpirit. 
It: gives a man an inward fortitude and 
Krength of mind, and raiſes him above 
every illiberal, and low dependence; But 
| whon-ambition is directed to the intereſts 
and henours of this world, without a due 
regard to the means by which they are ac- 
quired, the ambitious. man, in that cafe, 
becomes a ſervile tool to the intereſts and 
paſſions of thoſe on whom: His advance- 
ment and pre-eminence depends, In this 
Rate of mind, it is-impoſlible to maintain a 
ſteady virtue, and integrity of life; or that 


inward liberty and dignity, by which the 
virtuous man rejects, with indignation, 
every mean of honour and advancement; 
which is contrary to the dictates of an 
honeſb heart, Had Pilate been poſſeſſed 
with this ambition, which alone is the 
mark of a noble ſpirit, he would have rea- 
dily embraced the. opportunity given him 
by his office, of preſerving injured inno- 
cence and worth, and reſcuing it from the 
odious injuſtice with which it was op- 
preſſed. But his ambition being ſeparated 
from the love of juſtice, ie made him baſely 
fcrifice the cauſe. of innocence, and be- 
come the abject miniſter of the moſt infa- 
mous oppreſſton. In a word, if the object 
of ambition is conſidered in any other 
light, than as- a confirmation of that ho- 
nour, which ariſes from the conſciouſheſk” 
of inward worth; and as the merited re- 
ward of an honourable. conduct; if it is 

merely a luſt oft power and oſtentatious 
pre- eminence; nr.. | 
of 
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of a noble ſpirit, it betrays a vain, arto- 
gant, and ſelfiſh mind, and leads directiy 
to the moſt diſhonourable conduct. | 


zd. From the hiſtory of Pontius Pilate, | 
as above deſcribed, we may obſerve, that 


when a perſon, even of a, vicious and diſ- 


honeſt character, is tempted to commit 
what he knows to be unjuſt, he wiſhes at 


the ſame time, as much as poſlible, to con- 
ceal or extenuate the guilt of it in his own 


imagination. That ſenſe of right and wrong 


which God originally implanted- in the 
mind of man, it is hardly poſſible, (as has 


been obſerved) entirely to extinguiſh : and 
as long as it remains, the conſciouſneſs of. 
guilt will inevitably create inward anguiſh 
and remorſe. When, therefore, the diſ- 


honeſt man is tempted to the commiſſion 


of injuſtice, he caſts about for ſome apo- 


logy, whereby he may hide or extenuate 


the guilt of his injuſtice, and avoid the 


pain of being ſelf-condemned., Pilate was. 


. 
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Jeſus and of the horrible injuſtice of con- 
gemning him to die. * He inet that fur 
ny the Jewiſh council had. delivered" him.” 
Although, under the power of this con- 
vition, he ſtruggled hard againſt giving 


his conſent to the iniquitous deciſion of 
the council, yet without any apparent 


ſtruggle he offered to -chaſtiſe him, by: 


ſome arbitrary puniſhment; as if it had 


had been no crime to infli& a leſſer puniſh- 
ment than death, upon an innocent and 


\ harmleſs man. Thus far Pilate impoſed 


upon himſelf, and endeavoured to avoid 
the condemnation of his conſcience. When 
this expedient was rejected by the Jews, 
he propoſed that they would make choice 
of Jeſus, as the priſoner whom he might 
releaſe, according to the cuſtom of re- 
laſing one, at the celebration of the paſſ- 
over, Here again he impoſed upon him- 


ſelf. When a priſoner was ſet at liberty, 


at the celebration of the paſſover, his re- 


leafs 
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leaſe: did mot imply that he was: innocent 

of the crimes for Which he had been i 
priſdned 3 bat, chat notwithſtanding of his 
guilt, he was ſet at liberty in honont bf 
that ſolemn feſtival. Thus, while Pilate 
ſolemnly declared that he found. Jeſus to 
be an innocent and harmleſs wan, he, at 
the ſame time, feadily eanſented to treat 
him as a criminal. In all this, it is eaſy to 
perceive the dectitfulneſs of fin, and the 
artifice by which the ſinner ſtrives to hide 
his iniquity from kim}; en 
But the moſt ſurpriſing part of Pilate's 
ſelf-deceit is yet behind, When in ſpite 
of every expedient he could deviſe, he 
was at length prevailed upon to ratify the 
ſentence of the counci}, condemning Jeſus 
to be crucified, he, at the ſame time, ſo - 
lemnly declared he was innocent of the 
blood of that juſt perſon whom tlicy had 
condemned. By what fort of - apol6gy lie 
was perſuaded of his own innocende in this 
om it is difficult to ſay. He might 
185 
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poſſibly believe, or endeavour to . 
elf believe, that having 'refuſed d e 
demn him by any formal or judieral Ner- 
tence of his own, he might, at leaſt; be ex- 


cuſed for giving his conſent to the deciſiom 


of the council ; and for putting it in their 


| power to execute the ſentence they had 


given. He therefore ſaid to the council, 
when they preſſed him to ratify their "ſents 
tence, f Take ye him, and judge him according 
# your Jaw ; and when he at laſt yielded to 
their importunity, his conſent is deſcribes 
by the evangeliſt, in the following words, 
* be delivered Jeſus to their will. Although 
he could not be prevailed upon to condem 
him by a formal deciſion of his own, when 
he ſtood a priſoner at his bar, he hever- 
theleſs gave authority to the council to 
execute the ſentence they had paſſed. He 
diſtinguiſhed, it would ſeem, between giv- 


ing judgment againſt him as a guilty man, 


and giving his conſent, that the judgment 


$ John xvii, 3 » Luke ill. 23. 
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ge 


not perceiving, or being unwilling to per- 
ceive, that in the office which he held, it of 
was as criminal to confirm the unjuſt deci- | 101 
* ſion of the council, as to oa the ſame de- 1 
eiſion by his own authority. yay ſee 
It is probable withal, that erin: hs de 
earneſtneſs and importunity, not only of th 
the council, but of the whole people of ce 
Jeruſalem, to have him put to death; and to 
that his perſiſting to refuſe to comply with ar 
their demand, might create ſome diſorder th 
in the city of Jeruſalem, and poſſibly pro- Je 
duce an inſurrection againſt the Roman to 
government, he thought that his compli- la 
ance might be juſtified upon reaſons of al 
ſtate, and from the peculiar circumſtances c 

of the caſe : following in this manner, the. 
iniquitous judgment that had been given R 
by Caiaphas, + 7: is expedient. for us that one ſt 
man ſhould die for the people, and that * tl 
whole nation periſh not. =P 7 


hn "Is. 7 | | 
9 | When 
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When Pilate, induced by theſe: conſi- 
derations, conſented to ratify the ſentence 
of the Jewiſh council, || he took water, and. 
waſhed his hands before the. multitude, ſaying, 


I am innocent of the blood of this. juft perſon, 
ſee ye to it, What led him to this frivolous 
device, or how it could contribute to leſſen 
the idea of his guilt, it is not eaſy to per- 
ceive. But in ſome way or other it ſerved 
to ſooth the clamour of his | conſcience, 
and helped him to beljeve, that alongſt with 
the ſolemn declaration he had given of 
Jeſus? innocence, the guilt of putting him 
to death was transferred from himſelf and 
laid upon the Jews : and accordingly they 
all replied, his * be on us and our 


children, + 
In the whole of hk . of the 


Roman Governor, we have a ſtrong in- 
ſtance of the deceitfulneſs of fins and of 
the truth of Solomon's remark *, That the 


ur of man bringeth a ſnare. 


} Mat. Xxvil, 24, 25. 9 Prov. xxix. 25. | : 
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haviour of Pontius Pilate, as recorded in 
the goſpel, contains a ſtrong convincing 


evidence of the innocence and virtue of 


our Saviour's life. Pilate muſt not only 


have been convinced that Jeſus was an in- 
nocent and harmleſs man; but he muſt haye 
been ſtruck with a ftrong impreſſion of his | | 


dignity and merit. Conſidering the pro- 
fligacy of Pilate's character, we cannot 
otherwiſe account for the ſtrong reſiſtance 
vrhich he made to the council and people 
of Jeruſalem, requiring that he ſhould be 
put to death. Had he found the leaſt ap- 
pearanee of blame in the character and life 
of Jeſus, he would undoubtedly have re- 
ferred to it, in order to juſtify his compli- 
ance with their requeſt ;_ nay, had he not 
been ſtruck with a ſtrong impreſſion of his 


worth, he would (one would naturally | 


think) have at leaſt feigned fome ſuſpicion 
of his guilt, with a view to leſſen the infa- 
3 to death, 

The 
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The juſtice of this cefleRion i is i: | 


by what the evangeliſt hath obſerved z ® 
that when Pilate heard, that Jeſus had 


made himſelf the Son of God, he Was the more 
afraid. He was, it ſeems, before this, 


| afraid of condemning him, doubtleſs from 


a conviction of his innocence ; nothing 
elle could make him afraid of ratifying the 
ſentence of the Jewiſh council. But 
when he heard that Jeſus had made himſelf 


the Son of God, be was the more afraid. 
| This increaſe of his fear muſt have pro- 


ceeded from a ſecret apprehenſion that what 


Jeſus ſaid of himſelf might be the truth; and 
this apprehenſion could not have ariſen in 
his mind, but from a very ſtrong impreſ- 


ſion of the dignity and merit of his cha- 


racter. All this affords a powerful teſti- 
mony in behalf of the innocence and virtue 
of our Saviour's life. 

5thly, In the laſt place, from. the if 
tory of our Saviour's condemnation we 


+ 8: may 
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may obſerve, the wiſdom of Almighty 
God, in the manner wherein he conduQs 
and executes the intentions of his provi. 


dence, By means the moſt unlikely, in 


the'eye of human wiſdom, the moſt impor- 


tant purpoſes of Providence are brought 
about: he makes even the wrat 5 of man to | 


praiſe bim. This obſervation” is remark- 
oy geren in "IOW rays ou fo 
* > Fog * of 


By the vctilleciiesch and cavnly t 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; God intended to redeem 


the fallen race of men. 5 To accompliſh 
this, his unerring wiſdom overruled the 
wrath and wickedneſs of men, and rendered 
them ſubſervient to the intention of his 
providence. The chief prieſts*an@'rulers 
of the Jews, provoked by the -oppoſition 


which Jeſus had given to their ſuperſtition - 


and hypocriſy, and moved with envy at the 
reputation he had acquired by his wiſdom 
and his mighty works, condemned him i 


their council, as a criminal who deſerved wo 
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die; * afterwards delivered Kim to Pon- 
tius Pilate, the Roman governor, requiring 
him to execute the ſentence they had given. 
Thus the wickedneſs. and wrath of men 
were made ſubſervient to the purpoſes of 
God. 

The widhes of | Almighty God. no les 


remarkably appears from the character and 


behaviour of. the Roman governor. Had 
he been a perſon of inflexible integrity, he 


had perſevered in his refuſal to comply with 


the requiſition of the Jews; being ſuffi- 
ciently convinced of Jeſus? innocence and 


knowing, as the evangeliſt expreſſes it, that, 


for envy they had delivered Him. But had 
this been Pilate's character, the ſcheme of 
Providence in redeeming mankind, by the 
death of Jeſus Chriſt,” had been controlled. 
At the ſame time, had he been totally in- 
ſenſible to the dictates of juſtice and huma- 


nity, he would have inſtantly, and without 


any heſitation or apology, yielded to their 
importunity; and by this means, that 
13 ſolemn 


ſolemn atteſtation, which was given by 
him to the innocence and virtue of Jean 
life, would have been loſt. 1 
In this remarkable tranſaction we mi, 
withal, obſerve, how the wiſdom of the 
great Diſpoſer of all things, brings toge- 
ther, on the ſtage of human life, men, 
whoſe character, difpoſitions, and deſigns, 
render-them the fitteſt inſtruments of ac- 
compliſhing the great and good intentions 
of his providence, how diſtant and remote 
ſoever from their own. Jeſus was deli 
vered by the determinate counſel and foreknow- 
dedge of God, to bring about the moſt im- 
portant ends of Providence. Being thus 
delivered, the Jewiſh council, and the Ro- 
man governor, prompted by their own 
 felfiſh, or malicious views, did, by wicked 
hands, erucify and ſlay him. O! the depth 
of the riches, both-of the w0i/dom and knowledge 
of God : how unſearchable are ee pk 
ET ny ee 
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The Spe Dodrine of Regene- 
ration. 


Jonn iii. ol 
Feſus anſwered, and ſaid unto "TY p ih, 
verily, I Jay unto thee, except a _ be 


born E he cannot ſee the kingdom" f 
God. 


N ICODEMUS, a man of 8 and 
authority among the Jews, had ad- 
dreſſed our Saviour, in the following man- 
ner: Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God; for no man can do theſe. mira- 
cles, which thou deft, except God be with him. 
To this addreſs, our Saviour made anſwer, 
I 4 in 


7 
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in the words of the text, Verily, Sc. He 


| knew that Nicodemus had thus addreſſed 
him, in the ſincerity of his heart, and was 
defirous of being informed of the doctrine 


which he taught, and had ſupported by the 


evidence of his mighty works. Willing, 
therefore, to inſtruct him, he begins his 


information, by giving him an account of 
the fundamental doctrine of the goſpel, viz. 


That a man muſt be born again, ere he 


could become his true diſciple. Verih, 
verily, I ſay unto thee,. except a man be barn 
again, he. cannot ſee the kingdom of ( God. 
This ſolemn and repeated aſſeveration, 
verily, verily, was intended to denote, not 
only the certainty and importance' of the 
truth, which is here declared,” but alſo to 


put N icodemus on his guard againſt the 
ſurpriſe, or prejudice, with which he knew 


he would be ready to receive it. The truth 
itſelf, thus ſolemnly affirmed, is, That un- 
Jeſs a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 


e. 7 Cad, i. e. except he undergoes 
: Op yo 
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ſuch a total change in the ſentiments and 
diſpoſitions of his heart, as may not be 
improperly expreſſed by a man's being born : 
again, he is not qualified to receive the diſ- 
penſation of the goſpel, and the benefits it 
is intended to communicate, 

It is propoſed, in the. following diſ- 
courſe, to give the ſcriptural account, of 
this important change, without which, our 
Saviour hath declared, a man cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God. 5 | 

That our Saviour did not mean, by a 
man's being born again, that he was to un- 
dergo a change, in the animal part of his 
nature, but in the principles and diſpoſi- 
tions of his mind, ſufficiently appears from 
the following part of his diſcourſe. The 
expreſſion, therefore, is figurative; and up- 
on a juſt view of it, can only ſignify, that 
before a man can ſee the kingdom of God, 
2 remarkable change muſt. be produced in 
the principles and diſpoſitions of his ſoul : 
ſo remarkable, and ſo great, that it may 

not 
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not be improperly compared to the change 

that would happen in the conſtitution of 
| his body, was he to be born again, and 
reduced to his former ſtate of infancy. 
From this figurative expreſſion, many 
needleſs diſputations have been raiſed about 
the manner in which this change is 
wrought ; and about the degree and du- 
ration of the divine agency in produc- 
ing it; diſputations that have engendered 
frrife, and tended rather to obſtruct, than 
to promote its influence among mankind. 
What we are principally concerned to know 
about the matter is, wherein lies the na- 
ture and influence of this important change, 
ot what is the character and diſpoſition of 
the man, who, in the ſenſe of our Saviour, 
is born again; and what is to be done by 
us, (if any thing is left to us) in order to 
attain it. About theſe, the ſcriptures have 
fufficiently inſtructed us, without leading us 
to any ſubtile diſquiftions about the man- 
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Our Saviour, in the following part of his 
diſcourſe, leads Nicodemus' attention from 
the manner of the change, which he ex- 
prefsly ſays, is not to be perceived, to its 
conſequences and effects, which he ſays 


te viſible, and ſuch as may be eaſily aſcer- 


tained, Verſe 7, 8. Marvel not that I aid 
unto thee, ye muſt be born again. The wind 
bloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareft the © 
ſound thereof, but canſi not tell, whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth ; ſo is every one 


that is born of the ſpirit, That is, be not 


ſurpriſed that I faid to you, ſuch a mighty 
change muſt happen in. the mind of man, 
as may be called his being born again, 
although the manner in which it is wrought 


cannot be perceived; for as in the courſe 


of nature, ſome of the greateſt and moſt | 
remarkable effects are produced by invi- 
ible and fecret cauſes; ſuch as the riſe and 


influence of the winds; ſo ſome of the 


greateſt changes in the ſpiritual and moral 
world, and the moſt important revolutions 
| in 


1 
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in the hearts of men, are brought about 

by means that are not an or ar: 

cernible, 1 25 5 > | 
At the ſame time, a Sits 


the metaphor too far, we muſt ſuppoſe the 
two following things to be implied i in what 


is here aſſerted by our Saviour: 

ft, That previous to the * the 
heart of man is unhappily depraved. Was 
not this the caſe, it is not eaſy to de con- 
ceived, why he ſhould be born again, ere 
he could ſee the kingdom of God: nay; 
our Saviour's s expreſſion ſeems to fignify, 
that the heart of man is exceedingly de- 
praved, ſince ſuch an extraordinary altera- 
tion muſt be made upon it, as may de call 
ed, a man's being born again, 
2d, This expreſſion of our Saviour ſeems 
alſo to imply, that this important chanye is 
effected by the power of God. It is called 


in ſcripture, The workmanſbip - of Goa, - 


being born of God, and created after God. 


The apoſtle — ſpeaking of the change 
* 


anc 
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which was wrought in the Gentile con- 
verts, by the goſpel, aſcribes it to an in- 
fluence from God, ſimilar to that which he 
employed, when he raiſed Jeſus from the 


dead *. He aſcribes it likewiſe, in another : 


paſſage of his writings, to an exertion of his 


power, ſimilar to that by which he made 


the world f. 

In order to abe ent the nature of the | 
change, we muſt conſult the ſacred ſerip- 
tures, as our only unerring guide, without 
being tied to any artificial ſyſtem, -and 
without giving licenſe to any unſcriptural 
imaginations and conjectures of our own. 
In the following part of the diſcourſe, I 
have therefore propoſed to lay together thoſe 
paſſages in the New Teſtament, where 
mention is made of it, and in which we 
meet with any explication of its influence 


and effects: to which I ſhall only add a 


few remarks, obviouſſy founded on the 


Paſſages which I have occaſion to products h 


* Eph, i, 19. +4 Cor, i ir. 6. 
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Our bleſſed Saviour muſt be deemed his 
own beſt interpreter: and we meet with 
anather paſſage in the goſpel, which may 
enable us to aſcertain his meaning in the 

place now before us, We are told by the 

evangelift Matthew *, That the diſciples 
came to Jeſus, ſaying, M bo is the greateft 
in the kingdom of heaven ? upon which Feſus 
called a little child unto him, and ſet him in 
the midſt of them; and ſaid, Verily, I ſa 
unto you, except ye be converted, and become as 
lartie children, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. What our Saviour intended to 
| denote, by being converted, and becoming 
as little children, was undoubtedly the fame 
thing with what he intended to denote, by 
being born again; and in the words 
immediately ſubjoined, he gives à de- 
ſcription of the temper and ſpirit of the 
man in whom this converſion, or chanye, 
is wrought ; M hoſoever, ſays he, ail hun- 
ble himſelf as this little child, * 
Mat. viii. 3. 
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greateſt i in the kingdom of heaven. This 1 


tine is more fully illuſtrated by a parallel 


inſtruction given by St. Mark; * And he 
came to Capernaum, and being in the houſe, he 
aſeed them, (i. e. the diſciples) what was it 
that ye diſputed among your ſelves by the way? 


But they held their peace; for by the way they 


bad diſputed among themſelves, who ſhould be 
the greateſt : and he fat down and called the 
twelve, and faith unto them, If any man deſire 
to be firſt, the ſame ſball be laſt of all, and 
fervant of all; and be took a child, and ſet 
him in the mid/t of them ; and when he had 
taken him in his arms, he ſaid unto them, 
Whoſaever ſtall receiue one of fuch children in 
my name, recetveth me. 

In order to aſcertain the preciſe and fult 
meaning of the ſimilitude between little 


children, and the temper of mind which 


our Saviour required in thoſe, who would 
become the ſubjects of the kingdom of hea- 


ven, it ought to be remembered; hat * 


\ . + wat 


whole 
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whole Jewiſh nation, and the diſciples of 
our Saviour, at this time, no leſs than the 
reſt of their countrymen, were filled with 


the expectation of a temporal Meſfiah, and 


were very warm and ſanguine in their 


views of external grandeur and proſperity, 
as the bleſſings they were to enjoy under 


his adminiſtration. The diſciples were ſo 
deeply impreſſed with this imagination, 
that they fell into debates with one another, 
which of them ſhould receive the greateſt 


ſhare of theſe advantages. A diſpute of 


this kind had, in particular, given occaſion 
to this inſtruction of our Saviour about 
little children, as is noticed by the evan- 
geliſt, in the 33d verſe. Indeed the prin- 
_ cipal obſtruction which our Saviour met 
with, in his endeavours to eſtabliſh the 
kingdom of heaven among the Jews, pro- 
ceeded from this cauſe ;' and it was with a 
view to remove this falſe conception, and 
thoſe ſelfiſh and ambitious paſſions which 


were flattered by its * that he ſo 
| ſolemnly 


plea 
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ſolemnly declared to his diſciples, That ex- 
cept a man Was converted, and humbled into 
the fate M a little child, he could not enter into 


the kingdom of heaven. 


This humiliation, therefore, by which 
they were to reſemble the condition. of A 
little child, muſt ſignify that they were to 


relinquiſh this falſe imagination about a 


temporal Meffiah, and all thoſe ſelfiſh and 
ambitious views which had been flattered 
and ſupported by it: that they muſt ſub- 
due that ſelfiſhneſs, . pride, and love of 
power, and that fond attachment to the 
pleaſures of the world, which they had 
hitherto indulged from their miſtaken ap- 
prehenſions of the Meſſiah's kingdom; that 
in theſe reſpects they muſt become like 


little children, who are entirely free from 


all ſuch intereſted and ambitious expecta- 


tions. This, as appears from our Sa- 
viour's expreſſion and the occaſion of it, 


as narrated by the evangeliſt, was the con- 
verſion or change of which he ſpake, 
Vor. II. 2 when 
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when he informed his followers, that uns 
leſs they were converted and became like 
little children, they could not enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven; or, as it is en- 
aguin be cannot” ſee the kingdom of beau 
The wrong conceptions which. the Jewiſh 
nation in general, and che —_— of 
Jeſus in particular, entertained ing 
the Meſſiah's kingdom; the eee 
ambitious views which. had kriſtu from: 
| this conception, being, as has been ſaid, 
the principal cauſe of the oppeſitian/ that 


was given to the ſycceſs of the goſpel; the 
removal of it, probably, was the principal, 


if not the only thing rhat was i 

intended by the doctrine which he preached 
t Nicodemus,. and which he taught bis 
own diſciples, when: he told them, they 
n be converted and became: _ * 


Atthe tn * decks, 


that. though. profeſſing Chriſtians, in lat- 


and be engaged in the projects of the 


AH Friss SITE ® 
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ter times, may have à juſter view of the 
nature and deſigns of the Meſſiah's king» 


dom, and a more proper apprehenſion of his 


character, they may, however, ſtill re- 


world with the ſame eagerneſs and pa- 
fon, When this becomes the : caſe, they - 
are in 2 ſtate of mind equally oppolite to 

the practical intentions of the goſpel ; and 
whilſt they profeſs to be the ſubjects of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom, they nevertheleſs re- 


ſiſt its intended influence upon their bearts 


and lives, Hence it follows, that the 
doctrine of our Saviour in the text, and in 
is conſidered as addreſſed to the profeſſors 


of the goſpel, is to be underſtood, as a de- 


ſcription of that change of heart and life 
which ought to be effected by their balief 


that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and of that temper / 


of mind by which they mult be qualified to 


K 2 | receive 


? 
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receive the rewards a and bleſſings 5 af his 
e apr N i ar n 180 
- As then our Saviour acquainted Nico- 


demus and his own diſciples, that except 
they laid aſide their ſelfiſh and ambitious 


expectations from the coming of the Meſ. 
ſiah, they could not be the ſubjects of his 
kingdom; ſo, by the ſme inſtruction, 
he hath acquainted all his followers, tothe 
end of the world, that except, in conſe- 
quence of their acknowledging him to be the 
Chriſt, they have learned to vanquiſh all 
immoderate and impure attachment to the 
world, they cannot be acknowledged and 
rewarded by him as the faithful ſubjects of 
his kingdom. Thoſe ſame intereſted and 
ambitious attachments to the intereſts of 
this world, which prevented the Jews, in 
our Saviour's days, from owning his au- 
thority, when they are ſuffered to prevail 
in the hearts of thoſe who have acknow- 
_ it, will _— deſtroy its intended 
influence, 
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influence, and render them uncapable of. 
enjoying the rewards which he has pro- 
miſed to the dutiful and faithful i 
of his kingdom. 1 
Agreeable to this conception * cho 
matter, you will find the deſcri iptions of 
it which are given in the writings of the 
apoſtles. Thejr epiſtles were addreſſed to 
Chriſtians. who believed and owned the 
truth of Chriſtianity : the accounts there- | 
fore which they haye given of this ALE 
and the exhortations which they found, 
upon them, are to be conſidered as deſerip- 
tive of the change which muſt. be wrought. 
in thoſe who have believed. and owned the 
truth of Chriſtianity; 3 and the change itſelf : 
is to be conſidered as the conſequence of k 
their faith. This diſtinQion, g indeed, | 
ought to be carefully attended to in read- 
ing the New Teſtament, viz. that our Ba. 
viour, in his diſcourſes to the Jews, con- 
ſidered them as unbelievers, , and addreſſed 
his inſtructions to them, conſidered in this 
K 23 __ light3 
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light; directing them to what was requiſite 
to ptepare them for the faith and reception 
of the goſpel. But the apoſtles, in their 
epiſtles, wrote to men who had embtaced 
the goſpel and profeſſed the Chriſtian faith : 
and by the inſtructions which they give ln 
theſe epiſtles, intended to direct the Chriſt | 
ians to whom they were addreſſed,” to that 
temiper of mind and courſe of life which 
Chriſtianity required, and Which was de- 
ſigned to be the conſequence of their be. 
lieving and ownitig its authotity.' 
Having therefore conſidered te d do 
of the text, in the light in which we ae 
reaſon to believe it was addreſſed to Nito- 
demus and the Jews, we are next to conſi- 
der the light in which it is placed, and che 
deſcriptions which are given of its influ- 
ence and effects, in the writings' of the 
apoſtles. What they have wrote upon the 
ſubjeR, is to de conſidered as a defeription 
of the temper and ſtate of mind which 
ought to be in all profeffing Chriſtians, in 
i N every 
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every age, and to the end of the world, in 
conſequence of their believing that Jets ls 
the Chriſt. 

The apollle Paul, referring (as we may 
believe) to the doctrine of our Saviour in 
the text, ſpeaks of it under different names, 
each of which however amounts to the 
fame ſignification. What our Saviour, in 
the text, had called being born again, the 
apoſtle calls a new creature, or 4 new'cre- 
ation ; the' new man, and the workmanſhip of 
Gid in Jeſus Chrift : and under each ef 
theſe denominations, lie defcribes the na- 
ture and the confequences of this change. 

iſt, It is called by the apoſtle, a new 
creafure, or a new. creation; Therefore ty 
 fays he, any man be i in Chrift Jeſus, be is 
a new creature; old things are paſſe d quay, 
behold all things are made new. In ordef to 
aſcertain the ſenſe of the apoſtle in theſe 
words, it is neceſſary to look back to ths 
precedin g context; for his aſſertion i in the 


+ 2 Cor. v. 17. 
K 4 paſſage 
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paſſage juſt now quoted, ſtands connected 
with it, as appears from the connecting 
particle, therefore. In this preceding con- 
text, the apoſtle had been giving an ac- 
count of the manner in, which he had 
behaved in the courſe of his apoſtleſhip, 
and of the motives which had determined 
him to this behaviour. The motives of 
his conduct, as recorded from the begin- 
ning of the chapter, were ch theſe 
three following: 

Iſt, His deſire of obtaining that bleſſed 
immortality which the goſpel had revealed, 
Thus from the firſt to theeighth verſe of the 
chapter, We know that if the earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle were diffolved, we have a 
| building of God, an houſe not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens, &c, _ 
| 2dly, The proſpect of his appearance at 
the judgment-ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt *, where 
he hoped to be accepted by him, — ad- 
mitted to eternal life: We labour, ſays he, 


ba 2 Cor, v. 9 
that 


The Scripture Dofttine of Regeteration: 137 


that whether preſent or abſent we may be ac- 
epted of him; for we muſt all appear * 
the judgment-ſeat of Chrifl. 0 x 

Zaͤly, The grateful. ſenſe which he en- 
tertained of the love of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
dying for mankind, ˖ The love 7 Chri 1 
cnſtraineth G 

Theſe conſiderations had abs; ht a 
deep impreſſion on his mind, that he had, 
by their influence, ſubdued the force of ä 
thoſe conſiderations which are drawn. from 
the intereſts and connexions of this; world; 
wherefore, ſays he $, henceforth now we ↄ 
n man after the "fleſh ; that is, ſince the 
love of Chriſt, the proſpect of appearing at 
his judgment- ſeat, and the hope of immor- 
tality have got poſſeſſion of our hearts, we: 
ſuffer no earthly connexion whatſoever to 
be the determining motive of our conduct. 
To this deſcription of himſelf, he imme- 
diately adds, Therefore, if any man be in 
Chriſt Feſus, he is a new creature. 1 


4 Verſe 14. § Verſe 16. 
"Hh 


e the view given of the apoſite's 
doctrine, ſtanding thus in connexion with 
the preceding part of his diſeourſe, it ap- 
pears, that the change which happens, in 
the minds of men, when they are "made 
new creatures, Hes in this; that pr vious 
to the change, the motives of their eondust | 
were taker. from the intereſts and conmex- 
ions of this world ; but that, in conſe- 
quenee of the change, the motives er 
condu@ are taken from thoſe higher- in- 
tereſts and connexions which the goſpe? 
has revealed, ſuch as the relation in which 
they Rand to the Lord Jeſus Ckriſt; the 
obligations they are under to his friend - 
tip ; the expectation of the hoon 
ment, and the hope of immertality. 
who is direfted mrs ng: 
duct by theſe confiderations, and in who 
_ they have ſubdued thoſe attachments to this 
world that would load him to: art opp | 
behaviour, is, in the ſenſe of the: apolfle, 


the man who is in Chr: . e ew. creature. 


The ee of the apoſtle, conſi 45 rec 
in this light, is admirably connected with 
the doctrine of our Saviour i in the text, : 
Our Saviour t tau ght the Jews, that they 
muſt relinquiſh it their intereſted and am- 


| bitious expectations from the kingdom of 


the Meſflah, ere tbey could receive the 
goſpel. The apoſtle taught the Chriſtians 
to whom he wrote, that in conſequence — 
their belief that Jeſus. Was the Chriſt, al 
immoderate or impure attachment to this 
world muſt be deſtroyed, and the motives 
of their whole behayjour deduced from 
thoſe confiderations which were ſet before 


112 93 . 1+ 


them i in the goſpel, ere they could receive 


the advantages and comforts 1 it d intend- 


F 


ed to communicate. 


The ſame doerine i. is taught by the 


apoſtle, in another | paſſage of his writings, 


Fon in Chrift 7eſus neither circumciſion 


 availeth any thing, nor unci ircumciſion; ; but a 


new Creature, By aſſertion here Rand d 8 
6.4 3 | cs . 0 5 

's Gal, vi, 15, 

Ed ——_ 
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connected with what he had faid 3 in- the 
preceding context. There he had, repre- 
ſented the inſignificance of circumciſion, 
fince t the death of Chriſt ; and i in oppoli- 
tion to them who contended for its con- 
tinuance under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, 
he had faid in the immediately preceding 
verſe, G forbid that I " ſhould glary, fave. in 
the croſs of our Lord Fe ſus Chri ft, by whom 
(or by which) the world i is crucified t to me, and 
J unto the world. The croſs of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, is put for his death upon the 
croſs. In this the apoſtle ſays he loried, 


34 + - 


having any regard to  circumcitiog. or the 
813 


ceremonial law; and the conſequence or 
efficacy of the croſs. in which he chiefly 
gloried, was, that by its influence 6 the 
world was crucified to him, 2 he unto the 

world : this, in. other words denotes, 1 that 
from the crucifixion and death of the Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt, he had learned to mortify 1 the 


impreſſions of this world, and to ſubdue 
all 
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zl ſinful and impure attachments to its 

intereſts or pleaſures. When therefore he | 
immediately adds, For in Chriſt Feſus no- 
thing will avail but a new creature; it is 
evident he means to ſignify by this -new 
creature, that ſame crucifixion to the world 
by the eroſs of Jeſus Chriſt which he had 
been ſpeaking of in the words immediately 
before. From whence it plainly follows, 
that the man who is a new creature in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, is he, who by the faith of 
Chriſt hath learnt to vanquiſh all undue 
attachment to the world, and to act from 
other views and motives than thoſe which 
actuate the conduct of the reſt of mankind ; 
even thoſe ſpiritual motives which are 
drawn from the revelation of the goſpel. 
Thus the doQtrine of the apoſtle here, is 
juſt the ſame with that which is delivered 
by him in his letter to the Corinthians, viz. 
that if any man be in Chrift be is a new crea- 


re. 


The 


our — and his -apoltle, concerning 
| the new birth, ar new creation: ſtill, how- 
ever, its particular effects in the cond 
of the man in whom this change is 
wrought, remain to be explained. In 852 
neral, we have ſeen, that by its influgnc 
che ſpiritual motives of the goſpel are ſub 
ſtituted in place of the motives of this 
world, and that by the firſt of theſe, the 
man wha is horn again is determined in 
his conduct. Let us next inguire into its 
- conſequences and effects in the ſubſequent 
tenor of his life, and in the different fitu- 
ations wherein he may be placed by. the 
providence of God. In this inquiry the 
apoſtles of our Saviour ſhall be our guides. | 
T hey have given us very plain e 
of its influence and effects. 

In general, we ſhall find from 1 
ſriptions, that the change diſcovers and 
' exerts 


* d, AUS © 
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which render him unlike to C oc 


oe IAN A 


_ diate conſequer 
 fuppreſſion of every bad and hureful paſſion,. 


nat, 
a 043 


exerts itſelf ;- firſt, in wha: Gooden, 0 
thoſe bad affections in the heart of man 
„ and uſe- 
lefs or injurious to his fellow- men. And 
2dly,. In the oppoſite eſtabliſhment of thoſe 


' virtuous and good” affections which gave 


him a reſemblance to God, and qualify him 
for being uſeful to the world: and theſe 
two effects we ſhall find to be the neceſfary 


ul OR II 


change, as above deſcribed. 


It appears from the paſſages of eines 
formerly produced, that when a man be- 


comes a new creature, his former high ideas 
of the world are changed, all immoderate at · 
tachment to its intereſts and pleaſures are 


ſubdued; and the motives of his eonduct 


are deduced from thoſe views and impreſ- 
ons. of another. world, which are given by 
the goſpel. Now the neceflary and imme- 
ence of ſueh a change, is the 


and the eſtabliſhment of every virtuous- 
FE; 


ih, 4 

1654 
ll 
i 
b 
! 
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got of the im 


as they are marked by the apoſtles, and ſee 
how far they correſpond with this account. 


abe, a after having W that WF any 


and good affeCtion in the heart of man, 
It is from the high conceptions. men have 
rtance of this world, and the 
ſtrong attachments which they feel to its 


. intereſts and pleaſures that the vicious and 
their power; ſuch. as covetouſneſs, or ſen- 


ſuality, ambition, envy, pride, anger, and 


revenge. It is, on the other hand, fr 


juſt views and impreſſions of another world, ; 
and of the excellence of ſpiritual and hea- 
venly things, that the. good affections of 
the heart proceed, and gain their proper 


influence upon the life of man ſuch a 


piety to God, charity to men, temperance, 
and purity, meekneſs, humility, forgive- 


neſs, and the like, Let us then conkger 


the: particular effects of the new creati 


The apoſtle Paul, in the paſſage formerly 


8 2 Cor. v. 17. r £ jy E | * . . 
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man be in Chriſt Jeſus, he is a new crea · 2 


ture, immediately adds, Old things are 
What theſe old things are, which are paſt, 
and what are the things which become 


new, he hath ſufficiently explained in an- 


other paſſage of his writings, on the ſame 
ſubject: + But not; that is, ſince your 
converſion / to the goſpel, you have put off a 
theſe, anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth. He adds, 
Lie not, one to another, ſeeing you have put 
off the old man with his deeds, and have put 
n the new man; which is renewed in know- 
lage, after the image of him that created him. 
—Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy 

and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, . hum- 
neſs of mind, meekneſi, Jong-fugfering, for- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one another 
And, above all theſe things, put on charity, 


which is the bond of perfetineſs. It is evi- 


dent, that putting off the old man, and 


| — 7 Col. 111, 3. | | 
vos. my 
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putting on the new man, which is created 
after God, in the ſenſe of the apoſtle, ſig- 
- nifies the ſame thing with what he calls, 
becoming a new creature in Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby, he had ſaid, old things are paſſed 
away, and all things are become new. 
Now, the old man which is put off, or the 
old things which are paſt, according to 
the apoſtle, are, anger, and wrath, malice, 
Blaſphemy, fi filthy communtration, lying” one to 
another, with the | deeds, or evil actions 
which proceed from theſe; and the new 
man, which is put on, are bowels of mer- 
cies, kindneſs, bumbleneſs of mind _ 
lon g-ſuſfering, forbearance, nne 
. all thefe, charity. IRE 

Phe fame apoſtle gives a aner wht 
tion of this matter, in his 'epiftle- to the 
Epheſians ; * Bat ye have not ſo horned 
 Chrift, if fo be that ye have heard him, and 
have been taught by him ag the truth in in 
Jui That ye put off, concerning” the. for. 


. Eph, i IV. 20. 


= 


N 
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mer converſation, the old man, which is cor- 
rupt, according to the deceitful luſts, and be 
renewed in the ſpirit of your mind; and that 
ye put on the new man, which after God rs 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. In 


_ theſe expreſſions, the apoſtle, undoubtedly, 


intended to denote, what he calls, the new 


creature, in his epiſtle to the Corinthians 


and Galatians: and this new creature, in 


the ſenſe of the apoſtle, ſignifies, the put- 


ting off the former converſation, which is 
corrupt, according to, that is, by the in- 
fluence of deceitful luſts, and the being 
renewed in the ſpirit, and putting on. the 


new man, which, after God, that is, ac- 


cording to his image, is created i in * 
neſs and true holineſs, _ tie. 
In the verſes immediately ſubjoi 0 the 
zpoſtle deſcribes the particular parts, or 
members of this new creation after God: 


' + Wiherefare, putting away lying, ſpeak 


angry, and „in not : let not the fun ge dum 
Verſe 28. 


L 2 upen 


X 
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upon your wrath; neither give place to *Y 
devil. —Let him that ſtole, ſteal no more; but 
rather let him labour, working with his hands 
the thing which is good, that be may give to 


him that needeth.— Let no corrupt communi; 
cation proceed out F your mouth, but that 
"which is good, to the uſe of ediſying, that i | 


may - miniſler grace 10 the bearers. — Gr 


not the holy ſpirit of. Gad. Ler all bitterneſs; 


and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
ſpeaking, be put away from you, with all ma- 
. lice —Be ye tind one to another, . tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another; even as God, 
for Chriſt's ſake, has forgiven pon. 
The apoftle, by connecting theſe exhor- 
tations with the general deſcription of the 
new man, which he had given immediately 
before, evidently meaned to deſcribe the 
particular parts, or members, of which 


this new creation is compoſed; and accord- 


ing to the apoſtle, they are, ver. 25. truth, 
in oppoſition to falſehood- or lying ver. 
26. meckneſs, in oppoſition to ſinful and 
 excellive 


— 


The Scripture Doctrine of Regeneration.' 149 


exceſſive anger — ver. 27. reſiſting the. 
temptations of the devil, to do what is 
wrong —ver. 28. honeſty, induſtry, and. 


| liberality — ver. 29. edifying,. and uſeful 


converſation — ver. 30. regard to eyery 


dictate, or admonition to our duty. from 


the ſpirit of God — ver. 31. ſweetneſs of 


temper, and a mild inoffenſive conduct to- 


wards one another, in oppoſition to bitter- - | 
neſs and wrath, anger and clamour, evil- 
ſpeaking and malice ver. 32. kindneſs, 
tender-heartedneſs, and forgiveneſs. Theſe, 
in the ſenſe of the apoſtle, are the mem- 
bers of the new created man, or the diffe- 
rent branches of that temper, and courſe 
of life, to which he is renewed in the ſpirit 
of his mind, and created after Gd. 
In the ſame epiſtle “, the apoſtle. calls 
the Epheſians, by their converſion to the 
goſpel, The workmanſhip of God created in 


| Chriſt Feſus. By this expreſſion, he un- 


doubtedly intended to denote. the ſame. 


®* Eph. ii. 10. 
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ching with what he calls, being rem 


words immediately following, he thus de- 


| ſeribes the nature and influence of "this 
workmanſhip of God. It is, he fays, Cre- 
ated unto good works, which God hath before | 
ordained that we ſhould walk in them, Hence 
it appears, that the workmanſhip of God, 
whereby the believer is created in Jeſus 
Chriſt, denotes ſuch a ſenſe and impreſſion 
of the truths of Chriſtianity, as leads him 


to the practice of good works; and that by 
the practice of theſe good works; the works 


manſhip of God is Ming, to its nn 


iſſue and effect. 
What theſe good works are, it is n to 


determine ein the writings of the ſame 
apoſtle. He has given an account of them 


in his epiſtle to the Galatians : * The fruit 
of the ſpirit is love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tempe- 


runce. To theſe he ſets in oppoſition the 


* Gal. v. 22, | 
works 


| in 
the ppirit, and created after God: and in the 
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wotks of the geh; and theſe are, 


ſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 


emulation, wrath, rise, editions, Berges, 
empire, murders, drunlammeſt, Feoullings, 


and ſuch like, —It can ſcarcely be doubted; 


that the apoſtle underſtood by the fruits F 
the ſpirit, the effects of that inward renova- 
tion of the ſpirit of man, by which he is 


created after God, and becomes 4 new 


creature in Jeſus Chrift, or the go Works 
which he hath ordained thoſe to walk in, 
who are his workmanſhip in Jeſus Chriſt : 
and theſe are, love, joy, Oc. and their 
practical effects in the conduct of the Ch 
ſtian life. 
In the fame epiſtle to the Epheſians, the 
apoſtle farther deſcribes the fruit oF the 
ſpirit ; he ſays, * The fruit of the ſpirit is in 
all goodneſs, and righteoiſneſs, and iruth'; 


that is, in the exerciſe of kindneſs, inte- 
grity, and candour. That the apoſtle 


| ® Eph. v. 9. 
L 4 meant, 


5 
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meant, by the fruit of- the ſpirit in this "of 
paſſage, the conſeq uence of that renova apol 
tion of the heart of man, when it is Cre- int 
ated in Jeſus | Chriſt ; and the converſation afte; 
that muſt follow upon it, ſufficiently ap- Chr 
Pears from the verſe immediately preced- ; Ib. 
ing, Te were ſemetimes darkneſs, but ' now ſufff 
ye are light i in the Lord. Theſe words. ſig- | cha 
nify, the renovation and change which was in 
effected in them by the goſpel. He imme- Jeſ 
diately adds the following. exhortation: pel, 
Walk as the children of light, that is, let ren 
your converſation be anſwerable to the na- anc 
ture and intention of the change, whereby pla 
ye, who were ſometimes darkneſi,, are made thc 
light in the Lord; far, adds the apoſtle, the for 
Fruit of the ſpirit is in all goodneſs, righteouſ- of 
_ neſs, and iruth, By this laſt expreſſion, the ful 
apoſtle plainly ſignifies, that to walk as the the 
children of light, or as thoſe who have been i 
enlightened, and renewed in the ſpirit of in 
their mind, is to walk in all , ; 
righteouſneſs and truth, . 


The 
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The above is the account given by the 
molle Paul, of the change which is wrought 
in the mind of man, when he is created 
after God, becomes a new creature in Jeſus 
Chriſt, 18 made the workmanſhip of Cod, and 


light in the Lord; and. from this account it 


ſufficiently appears, that the nature of the 
change principally lies in this; that he, 
in whom it is wrought, hath learnt from, 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the motives of the goſ- 
pel, to ſubdue every bad paſſion that would 


render him unlike to God, or injurious 
and hurtful to his fellow-men; and in 
place of them, to ſubſtitute the exerciſe of 
thoſe virtuous'and holy diſpoſitions, which 
form him into the image and reſemblance 
of God, and. make him amiable and uſe- 


ful to his fellow-men : and, in particular, 
the exerciſe of that charity, or love, which 
is the principal feature of the divine i image | 

in the heart of man. : 
| Having examined the account of this ; 


matter, which is given by the apoſtle Paul, 
, „„ let 
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tet us confult the epiſtles of the other a * 
ſtles. Each of them has mentioned that 
important change, which is wrought in 
the heart of man when he is born again, 
and becomes a new creature in Jeſus 

Chriſt, and has deſcribed the confequences 
of it in the conduct of his life, _ | 
The apoſtle J ames undoubtedly refers 
to this matter, when he calls Chriſtians, 
The begotten, or born of God: * of his own 
will begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we ſhould be a kind of firſt fruits of his crea- 
tures, To what then were they begotten, 
or born of God ? What was the temper of 
mind, ahd courſe of life which this rege- 
neration was intended to produce? We 
may learn it from the preceding, and fol- 
lowing context. In the preceding context 
the apoſtle had obſerved, That fin, and 
its temptations, proceed only from our- 
ſelves, and the corrupt luſts or inclina- 
tions of our own hearts; and thaf, on the 
* ſames i 8, 5 


con- 
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contrary, al goodneſs. and perfection 
cometh down from God, and is his gift. 
In conſequence of this, he mentions it as 
one of the beſt and moſt perfect of his 
gilt, that of his own will he had begot- 
ten the Chriſtians to whom he writes, by 
the word of truth, Hence it follows, that 
by God's s begetting them, the apoſtle muſt 
be underſtood to ſignify, that he had plant 
ed in their hearts thoſe principles of piety, 
purity, and goodneſs, which were oppoſite 
in their nature and effects to the luſts and 
paſſions, whereby they had been drawn 
away, and enticed to the commiſſion of fin. 
In the following context, he aceordingly 
points out the conſequenees of their being 
thus begotten by the word of truth, 
Wherefore, ſays he, * My beloved brethren, 
It every mam be fivift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak, 
ſino to ruth Lay apart all filthineſs, and 
ſuper fluity of naughtineſs, and receive with 
neebneſs the engrafted word, which is able to 1 

James i, 29, 1 

ſave 
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vi your ſouls. Be ye ders of the word, und 
not hearers only. If any man ſeem to be reli» 
gious, and bridleth not his tongue, that mar 
religion is vain. Pure religion, and undefiled 
before God and the Father, is this ; To viſt 
" the widows and fatherleſs in their  affiiftion, 
and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the world. 
It appears from theſe ' words of the 
_ apoſtle, that when a perſon is born of 
God, by the word of truth, the effects of 
this regeneration will appear in the follow- 
ing particulars. 1ſt, In a teachable and 
modeſt diſpoſition which the apoſtle calls, 
being ſwift to hear, and flow' to ſpeal.— In 
patience and meekneſs, which he calls 
being flow to wrath.—In a ch aſte, moderate, 
and grave behaviour, which he calls lay- 
ing apart all filthineſs and ſuperſſuity of 
naughtineſs. —Calmneſs and candour in at- 
tending to the inſtructions of the goſpel, 
which he calls recerving with meekneſs the in- 
grafted word. Obedience to the laws and 
precepts of the opel, or toe being dbers of 
„ 


The Scripture Doctrine of Regeneration. 157 


the word, and not hearers only.---Moderation 
and decency in ſpeech, or the bridling of 
ur tongue. F inally, in the practice of 
that pure and undefiled. religion which con- 
ſts in viſſting the fatherleſs and widows in 
thr affection, and in keeping one's ſelf” unſpotted 
from the world,. In this account given by 
the apoſtle James, it is eaſy to obſerve the 
ſame leading ſtrokes of the character and 
temper of the new created man which 
were given in the deſcription of the apoſtle 
Paul; all of them iſſuing in this, that the 
man on whom this change is made, is 
formed by its influence to the exerciſe of 
theſe gracious and amiable virtues which 
gire him a reſemblance to God and make 
him beneficent and uſeful to mankind, 

The apoſtle Peter, in the ſame man ner, 
inſtructs the Chriſtians to whom he writes, 
+ ſeeing ye have purified your fouls i in obeying 
lle truth through the ſpirit unto unfeigned_ 
love of the Os fea that ye love one another 


2 * Peter i. 12. | 
| mi 


y 


- 


— r parade þ 8 
again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of intorrup. 
 tible ; by the word of God which liveth and 
abideth fir ever. In what ſenſe the apoſtle 
underſtood that the Chriſtians to whom he 
writes were born again, and what was to 
be the immediate efficacy of the change, 
ſufficiently appears from its . connexion 
with what he aſſerts in the words imme- 
diately preceding, ſceing ye have puri 
your fouls unto the unftigned ve of the bre- 
thren, ſee that ye love one another. It is evi- 
dent from this connexion, that their being 
born again, in the ſenſe of the apoſtle, 4 
nified, that their ſouls were purified: by 
obedience to the truth, that is, to the 
goſpel; and in particular, that they were 
formed unto the fervent and unfeighes "me 
of one another, | 

Now by this purification of the foul and 
unfeigned love to one another, men are 
created after God, or made according to 


his image, and ay made beneficent 
and 


a 


d 


it 
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and uſeful to the world; and therefore this 
deſeription of the apoſtle Peter is to the 


fame amount with the deſcriptions already 
given from the other two apoſtles. | 


Let us next inquire what account is 


given of this matter by the apoſtle John. 
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He ſpeaks of it in ſeveral paſſages of his 


irſt epiſtle. He alls a true Ohriſtian, the 
begotten. or horg; of God (which undoubt- 
edly means. the ſame thing with what the 
apoſtle Paul had called being a zew creature 


in Jeſus Chrifh, and the apaſtle Peter, being 


torn again of the incorruplibla ſeed of the 
word. of Cad ) and, at the Game time, de- 
kribes. the temper and conduct of the man 


who is intitled to this denomination. If, 


fays he *, ye dna thak Gag i righteous, ye 
inow that every one. dat doeth: righteauſneſs is 
lurn of him. Io. plaiges deſcription can be 
given of the man whe. is horn of God, He 
is one. who. doeth cighteouſneſs, in imita- 


ha ii. 29% ho 


tian of the tightaquſnes. of big of whom 
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he is born. In another paſſage of his let- 
ter, & I boſoever, ſays he, is bern of God 
doth not commit fin, for his ſeed remaineth in 
him, and he cannot fin becauſe be is born 
of God. In this the children of God are 
manifeſt and the children of the devil, whoſe 
ever doth not righteouſneſs is not of God, nei- 
ther be that Ioveth not bis brother. By this 
account of the apoſtle, it appears, that 
the ſeed of God whereby a man is born of 
him, is a principle of piety and purity | 
planted in his heart, by which he keeps 
| himſelf from the commiſſion of ſin: and 
that by this mark the apoſtle would have us 
to diſtinguiſh the children of God from the 
children of the devil, viz. that' whoſoever 
dith not righteouſneſs is not of Gad, ly 
he who loveth not his brother.” As, Bs 
The fame account is given in avid 
paſſage, we know that hoſeever is born of 
Cod finneth not; but he that is" begotten" of 
Cod keepeth himſelf, and that wicked ons 


F . John iii. 9. 1 Jokny, 18. 


toucbeth 
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et- toucheth him not. On the ſame ſubject 
od the apoſtle thus directs the Chriſtians to 
in whom he writes, + Let us love one another; 
rn fir love is of God 3 and every one that loveth' 
re is born of God and knoweth God. He that 
-  Ineth not, knoweth not God, for Gad i is love. 


Hereby it appears, that in the judgment of 
the apoſtle, the prevailing ſpirit of the 
man who is born of God and knoweth 
him, is love to his fellow men and fellow 
Chriſtians, and that the want of this is a 
certain evidence that a man is not the child 
of God. To the like purpoſe the apoſtle; in 
another paſſage, 4 Whoſoever believeth that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God; and 
every one that loveth him that begat, loveth 
bim alſo that is begotten of him. The apoſtle 
here ſignifies, that he who believes that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God, and 
immediately deſcribes the temper of the 
man who thus believes, and the immedi- 
ate conſequence of his belief, he loveth him 
T x John iv. 7 11 Jehn v. 1. 
Vol. U. 3 15 
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that bngat, that is, his heavenly Father 
and he loveth him alſo that is begatten of him, 
that is the child of God, or the born of 
God, by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, The 
apoſtle adds in the fourth verſe, whoſeever 
is. born of God overcometh the world, and this. 
is the viftory that overeometh the world, even 
aur faith. Here the apoſtle gives a farther 
explanation of the nature of that belief that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, which is the evidence 
of a man's being born of God; it is a faith 
whereby the believer overcomes the world, 
(that is) is enabled to reſiſt the temptations 
to fin which are ſuggeſted by the world, 
and by which the reſt of the world are quer- 
come. 

From 1 paſſages i in the firſt epiſil of 
St. John laid together, it appears that the 
character and: diſpoſition of the man who 
is born of God lies chiefly in the two fol- 
lowing particulars, 1ſt, In his giving an 
habitual and determined oppoſition to the 
commiſſion of every thing that is ſinful, 


7 


n 
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or contrary to the righteous and holy law 
of God. 2dly, In as habitual and deter- 
mined. an endeavour to practiſe every 
branch of righteouſneſs, in imitation of the 
nature and in obedience to the will of 
God; in particular to imitate the goodneſs | 


of his heavenly Father, by the exerciſe of 
oye and charity to his brethren,” 


I have now quoted all the moſt ä 


paſſages found in the New Teſtament, 


where the influence and effects of the new 
birth are mentioned and explained. From 
theſe we ought to form our judgment in 
this matter; and when theſe paſſages are 


calmly and candidly attended to, they will 


afford ſufficient ground for the following 
remarks. 

iſt, That the change which is wrought 
in the mind of man when he is born again 
is of a practical and moral nature, that is, 
it is made upon the active principles and 


diſpoſitions of his heart. The ſubject of it 


in the temper and affsctions of the ſoul, 
M 2 directed 
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directed by the light of the goſpel und the 


ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt : and by the Change 
itſelf, the man becomes diſpoſed and fitted 
to perform his duty, and the part which 
is aſſigned him, in all the different relations 


in which he ſtands to God his heavenly 
Father, to Jeſus his Redeemer, to bis 
fellow men, or to himſelf. All the paſ- 


ſages of ſcripture · produced are direct- 
ed to this point, in the cleareſt manner, 


No one of the effects mentioned by our 


Saviour or his apoſtles, is of a myſterious, 
unintelligible, or merely ſpeculative nature, 
or ſuch as have not an immediate reference 
to the conduct of the Chriſtian life. All of 
them denote ſuch an alteration in the mo- 


ral and religious conceptions of the undet- 
ſanding and in the diſpoſitions of the heart 


of man, as renders him immediately a wor⸗ 
thier and better man, in every circumſtance 
of life; better qualified and diſpoſed for 
the diſcharge of every ſocial, religious, ot 
Olin * In a word, the man 

ERS 
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who is born again is * the man of God, made 
perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good 400rks. 
2d, As this change, in general, is of a 
practical and moral nature, ſo the particular 
parts of which it is compoſed, are the ſe- 
reral virtues or graces of the Chriſtian life, 
When the new birth is formed, the- ſeeds 
of every moral and religious virtue are im- 
rlanted in the ſoul; and when theſe ſeeds 
have ariſen to their full maturity and 
ſtrength, they produce what the apoſtle 
calls the fruits of the: ſpirit f. By the fruits 
of the ſpirit the apoſtle undoubtedly means 
the effects of God's renewing. grace upon 
the heart of man 3 and they. are, love, 
joy, peace, longſuffering, gentleneſs, oode 
nels, faith, meekneſs, temperance, that is, 
they are the different graces which conſti- 
tute and adorn the Chriſtian character. 
Za, This important change begins and 
nuſt be carried on by the faith of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. The capital and leading : 


| *2 Tim, i iii. 17. 4 Þ Gal. v. 22. 
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" part of it lies in that regard and e 
which js due to the character and office 
which he bore; and from thence all the 
moral and religious - diſpoſitions of the 
Chriſtian heart derive their being, theit 
Progreſs, and effects. Our Saviour, in the 
verſes following the text, mentions men“ 
believing on him, as the: principal thing 
| which God requires in order to eternal 
life: and from hence it is natural to in- 
fer, that this belief is to be conſideted as a 
principal part of that regeneration or new 
birth, about which he is here inſtructing 
Nicodemus. Gd, fays our Saviour, f % 
| beved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
for, that whoſutver- belicvetb in him ſhould ni 
periſh but have everig ing _ 5 He that be- 

| Beveth on hi ondenmned, Agreeably to 
this the apoſtles conſtantly aſcribe the puri 
| fication and improvement of the Ohriſtian's 
beeart to the efficacy of his faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt: God, ſays the apoſtle Peter, f pu- 

1 Jchn ii. 16. g verſe 18. f Ads . 9. 


rifies 
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rifies the hearts of men by faith. Faith, ſays 
the apoſtle Paul, * works by love. The 
apoſtle John declares, that the world is 
overcome by the Chriftian's faith. Fi- 
nally in that inſtructive catalogue of the 
virtues of the Chriſtian life, which is given 
by the apoſtle Peter 9, faith is mentioned 
in the firſt place; the reft are added to it, 
25 the ſuperſtructure to be built on faith 
23 its foundation, Add to your faith, virtues 
and to. virtue, tnowledge, and to Fnowiledge, 
temperance, &c. &c. 
4th, The only certain method, by which 
we are to form a right judgment of our- 
ſelyes, and to determine whether we are 
born again or not, is by conſidering thoſe 
practical effects of it which are marked in 
| holy ſcripture, The manner of its opera- 
tion is unknown, or very difficult to be 
perceived. It is, as our Saviour hath de- 
clared, like the riſe and progreſs of the 
wind; we know neither whence it comes, 
ul. v. 6. + 1 John v. 4. J Pet. irs. 
We: nor 
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nor whither it goeth; we only perceive 


men. attempt to aſcertain the goodneſs. of 
their ſtate. or the certainty” of their con- 
verſion, by the manner in which they 


| think che change is , wrought: they muy ; 


nay, it is great odds, but they will impo 
upon themſelves. Every inclination or 


impulſe to believe that we are born again; 


every ſenſation of pleaſure from the thought 

that we are in this deſirable ſtate, however 
ſtrong and elevated it may be, and al- 
though it ſhould ariſe to the higheſt tranſ- 
port, may poſſibly deceive us, - till we have 
inquired into the grounds on which we 
reſt this perſuaſion and delight, Who- 
ever judges of. himſelf in a different man- 
ner, contradifs the rule of te apoſtle 
John; & Let no man deceiue you, he that 
doth righteouſneſs is Tighttous, even as. He's ts 
nicbt. 55 9 . 


8 1 John iii, 7. ; | 
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The concluſion of the matter is, That 
the man who is born again, and becomes a 
new creature in, Jeſus Chriſt, will ſhew his 
heavenly origin, by his love to God, his 
charity to men, and their practical effects 
in the conduct of his life. He will practiſe 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things 
are juſt, whatſoever things are true, whatſo- 
ever things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, and of good report. He will give all 
diligence to add to his faith, virtue, and to 
virtue, knowledge, and to knowledge, tempe- 
rance, and to temperance, patience, and to 
patience, godlineſs, and to godlineſs, brotherly- 
lindneſs, and to brotherly-kindneſs, charity; 
that theſe things being in him, and abounding, 
be may neither be barren, nor unfruitful, in 
the knowledge of his Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Joan t 3. 
Jeſus av; and ſaid unto him, Verily, 
_ verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man be 
bern again * Cannot 25 the kingdom of | 


[Nu a 3 difedurſe from this text, I 

endeavoured to give the ſcriptural ac- 
count of the change which is wrought in 
the heart of man, when he is born again. 
I have propoſed, in this diſcourſe, to guard 
againſt the miſtakes, which men are apt to 


fall into, concerning it: previous to which 
5 it 
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it may be proper to conſider, briefly, what 
is to be done by us in order to attain it. 
It was formerly obſerved, that this 
chan ge is wrought by the power of 2 
The ſcripture hath informed us, that it is 
wrought by a power ſimilar to that which 
he employed“, in raiſing Jeſus from the 
dead, and + in the creation of the world. 
Hence it follows, that if any thing is left 
to us, in order to produce the change, it 
muſt, in the firſt place, lie in this; that 
wie entertain an humble ſenſe of our. own 
weakneſs and depravity, and make a ſeri- 
ous application to. almighty God, for the 
influence of his grace; and this is. .the 
courſe to which we are directed in the 
ſcriptures, In this ftate of mind the pſal- 
miſt thus addreſſed his Maker: + Create in 
me a clean heart, O Gb TIE 
ſbirit in me. To this we are dire eed by 
our blefſed Saviour : : 8 Aſe, and Fit belle be 
ph. i. 150% t cor. iv. 6, 17 
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given you ye, being evil,” know: boo to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more. 
ſhall your heavenly Father give the holy ſpirit 
to them that aſk bim. And the apoſtle Paul, 
conſcious of the change, humbly, and 
thankfully, aſcribes it to the grace of God. 
By the grace of Cob, on: he, I am what 
Ian. 5 
By his i hits PR I ad 
_ corrupted as they are, a man may do many 
| things to regulate, and amend his outward 
converſation, and reſtrain the enormities. 
of ſinful paſſions, But to change and 
purify - his heart, and ſubſtitute the in- 
fluence of virtuous and right affections, 
in place of #hoſe deceitful luſit which go- 
verned him before; — this the ſcripture 
hath taught us to conſider as the work of 
God; and- hath accordingly directed us, 
from an humble ſenſe of our own weak- 
neſs and depravity, to implore the afliſtance 
of his es, we 


"vis Car, xv. IO. 


till, 


4 
0 Ly 
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Still, FRI; the queſtion. may be 
aſked, Is there nothing more required of | 
us? Being ſenſible of our own weakneſs 
and corruption, wg implored the gra- 
cious influence of „ Are we to remain 
in indolence, without enden any kind 
of induſtry or effort of our own? Let us 
conſult the ſeriptures in this matter, and 
we ſhall be able to obſerve, that though 
this important change, of which our Savi- 
our ſpeaks, be afcribed to the power of 
God, yet it is enjoined, as what we muſt | 
endeavour to effectuate in ourſelves. Thus 
the gracious promiſe of God, declared by 
the prophet Jeremiah *, and quoted by the 
_ apoſtle to the Hebrews 4, as fulfilled in the 
diſpenſation of the goſpel; I will put my 
law in their imoard parts, and write it in 
their hearts. Here the renovation of the 
heart is, in the plaineſt terms, aſcribed to 
the immediate influence of God; and the 


ſame promiſe is repeated by the prophet 
. 1 Ter XIII. 33. 1 Heb, viii. 8, 


Eze- 


A ou 
1 
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prophet Ezekiel t, to renew and purify 


themſelves : Caft from you all your tranſgreſ- 
ans; make you a new heart, and à new fpiris 


Turn yourſelves, and live. Thus, too, in 


the Acts of the Apoſtles 5 God is faid 
to purify the hearts of Chriſtians by faith : yet 
the apoſtle John || exprefsly fays, That the 
Chriſtian purifies himſalf as Chriſt is pure; 
and the apoſtle James * commands the Chri- 
ſtians, to whom he writes, 75 cleanſe their 


hands, and purify their hearts. Fhus, like- 


wiſe, the apoſtle Paul, in his letter to the 
Philippians Fl exhorts them to work out 


their own ſalvation; 3 and, at the ſame 


time, aſcribes this work to the influence of 
God; Wark out, ſays he, your own ſalva- 
tion; for it is God which worketh in you, both 


to will, and to do of his good pleaſure. Agree- 
able to all this, when the apoſtle Peter 


11. 1 Ez. xviii. 31, 5 & Ads xv. 9. 


| s Johniii, 33 “ James iv, 8. FI Phil. ii. 1. 
| attempted 
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to convert the Jews to the Chri; | 
ſtian faith, he addreſſed them in this man- 
ner; * Repent, and be OR” 56.7] 
1 may be blotted out. FJ | 

In like manner, the particular effelts of . 
this internal renovation of the heart, though . 
they are attributed to the gracious influ- 
ence of God, and therefore called the 
fruits of the ſpirit ; yet are they preſcribed 
as what we ought to cultivate, and exer- 
ciſe, with all poſſible diligence, ourſelves, 
This ſufficiently appears, from the paſlages 
which have been quoted, from the writings 
of the apoſtles, where, after they have de- 
ſcribed the new birth, or the new creation 
after God, they immediately ſubjoin their 
exhortations to the practice of thoſe Chri- 
ſtian virtues, which are included in the 
nature of the change. 

In order to perceive the conſiſtency of : 
theſe repreſentations of ſcripture, it ought to 
be obſerved; that when God renews, and 


* „Adds iii, 19. 


purifies 


purifies the hearts of men, by the influence 
of his grace, he does it in a way that i is 
conſiſtent with, and adapted to, the ra- 
tional and moral nature he hath given us. 
It is by preſenting to, and fixing in our 
thoughts, thoſe conſiderations, which by 
the original conſtitution of the human na- 
ture are fitted to renew and purify the 
heart, and to awaken thoſe upright and 
virtuous diſpoſitions of which it is ſuſcep- 
tible: it is by preſenting and fixing them, 
until they have obtained that influence and 
command, which they ought to have, on 
every rational and thinking mind capable 
of perceiving them. 1 

This account of the manner in which 
God operates by his grace upon the hearts 
of men, is founded on the repreſentations 


of it, which are given in holy ſcripture. 


When God is ſaid to. purify their hearts, 
he is ſaid to do it by the influence of truth, 


and by the motives of the goſpel, The law 


vol. II. N "> 
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of: the Lord, fays the Pſalmiſt ., 5 pirfats, 


converting the foul : the te loa of the Lord 
is ſure, making the fimple wiſe. When out 
Saviour prayed for the ſanctification of hit 
friends, it was in theſe words; + Santi 
them through thy truth; thy word is truth, 
The apoſtle Peter t ſays of thoſe, who are 


born again, that they are born by the word 
of God, which is the goſpel that ir preached, 
Agreeable to this, the apoſtle James affirms 
of the- Chriſtians, to whom his epiſtle is 
' addrefled, & That, of his own will, God 
had begot them by the word of truth. 


From theſe, and the like — of: | 


ſcripture, it is natural, and obvious, to 


infer, that when. God ee 


the hearts of men, it is by the means and. 
intervention of thoſe ſaered trutha, which 
are ſet before them in his holy law, and in 
the goſpel of his ſon; thereby operating 
on * hearts, in the manner that is ſuited. 


Pſ. xix. $ FO xvii, 27. 
hy 11 Pet. i. 23. James i. 18. 
to- 
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to the rational ang Mara}. Nets he bath 
kiven chez 
When the ſcriptures repreſent the wer- 


ter in theſe different lights, they call ngen 
us to obſerye the following thing, Which 


are perfectly conſiſtent with one another : 

iſt, To depend, with all poſſible humility, 
and difidence in gurſelwes upon the gre- 
cious influence of God to change and pu- 


rify gur hearts. adly, - To. employ. gor 


utmoſt diligenge and care in conſidering, 
and urging on ourlelves the weight and 


moment of thoſe facred- truths, by means 
of which, as the ſced.of God, men are horn 


of him, and renewed in the ſpirit of their 


_ nind. godly, To employ the beſt ændgg- 
yours in our pewer, to aft upon the in- 
fluence of theſe ſacred truths, until, by 
continued effarts, aided by the grace w 
God, we acquire thoſe hahits of piety an 


holineſs, ave the cen * trus c- 
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If theſe plain and ſimple rules of: con- 
duct are obſerved, we are in the way, 
-which the ſcriptures have preſcribed, fos 
obtaining this important change; and it 
"ſeems an unneceſſary thing, to enter into a 
nice and curious debate about the preciſe 
period and manner, in which the divine 
agency is employed in bringing it about. 
The holy ſcriptures ſeem not to fayour any 
curious inquiries of this nature; nor do 

ſuch inquiries forward, but ſeem rather to 


bobſtruct, the influence and progreſs of the 
change. A wiſe man, in time of peſti- 
« Jence, or any other epidemical diſeaſe, 
would not employ his time in raiſing any 
- intricate or curious debates about the 
ſecret origin, progreſs, and effects of the 
diſeaſe; or about the ſecret manner in 
which the known, eſtabliſhed remedy ope- 
rates the cure. When the diſeaſe is aſcer- 
© tained, it ſuffices him to know the proper. 
medicine, and the method of- applying it. 
In the caſe now before us, we are our; 
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of our diſeaſe, and likewiſe of the medicine. 
by which it muſt be cured: our buſineſs, 
therefore, is to apply the remedy, leaving it 
to God to conduct the operation of ĩt to ta, 


full effect. 


Having premiſed theſe remarks, * pro- 


ceed to conſider the miſtakes which men 


ze apt to fall into, with relation to the 
nature of the change, of which our Barts, 
our ſpeaks, | 

There are / various counterfeits ſubſti 


 tuted in its place. In the language of the 
apoſtle Paul, there are forms of godlineſs, 


without the power of i it. In Rating, and con- 
ſdering theſe, we ſhall keep the ſcriptural 
account, which has been given of the ſub- 
jeQ, in the former diſcourſe, conſtantiy in 
view, as our only certain guide. CE 
We have ſeen, that when a man is born 
again, the corrupt and impure attach- l 


4 


ments of his heart, called in ſcripture, the” 


eld and corrupt man, are broken and ſub- 
dued: wy and devout attachments are 
| N 5 ceſtabliſhed 


; 5 N $a 
7415 . 
: . ; 5 


ablühed in their place; he pats "of * 
eld man man, which is carrapt, according. 6% de. 
iet by 5; And puts 6h the few man; 
which after God is ersated in in righteous 
neſs and true holineſs. But 15 5 a feyo- 
jution is extremely. difficult an mAinfut 0 
the mind of man. It is like hg out | 
the right 9 or euttr, ng of 2 the righ 
| Hence various counterfelts, lla Fr 12 
real influence, but which have "Tome le- 
ſemblance of it, are fondly put into its 
place, Before, therefore, we proceed | to 
mention particular inſtances of this, —4 


n 


it may be proper to premiſe the following 


114 41 


remark: That, in whomſoever this fmpor- 
tant. change takes place. it will itnmedi- . 


# The Ker zur Bete nf & 


wwe 7, - 


the will of God, and the truth. 1 Wer- 
ten as it is in Jo ofus, in the whole of its NY 
tent: to know what i 1s hardeſt, and mo! 4 
ungrateful to our nature in the change; 
with a jealouſy, and caution, Jett i from the 


aan. of 1 * and the Hattefy of finful 
paſar, 
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paſſions, he ſhould repreſent it to himſelf, 
as more indulgent to the corrupt inclina- 
tions of his nature, . the dim have 
repreſented 14. 

Firſt, Some perſons are diſpoſed to as 
the whole of the change, by which a man 
is born again, in a regular and fair deport- 
ment, in the ſight of men, and proper 
conduct in ſociety. It is very evident, 
from ſcripture, that the heart of man, or 
the principles and motives, by which he is 
directed in his conduct, muſt be changed 
2s well as the external tenor of life; and 
that he, who is born again, is not only 
reformed from open acts of wickedneſs, 
but likewiſe mortifies the corrupt inclina- 
tions of the heart from whence they flows 
and that in place of theſe, he is governed 
by the influence of right affections to- 
wards God and man. He is renewed in 
the ſpirit of his mind, and created after God 
in righteouſneſs and holineſs. A regular and 
fair 7 depontment, therefore, in the eyes of 
| N 4 men, 
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men, is far ſhort of that which is denoted 
by our Saviour's expreſſion in the text. 


What probably leads men to this miſ- 


take, is, that they conſider themſelves only 
in the light of their connexion with their 


ſellow- men, and deſigned to act a proper 
part, as members of ſociety: were this in- 


deed a full account of the intention of our 
nature, a juſt and uſeful conduct in ſociety 
might fulfil the whole extent of human 
obligation. But men are to be conſidered, 
not only as members of ſociety, but as the 
rational off-ſpring of almighty God, and 
the ſubjects of his moral kingdom. 

MWitb Him, they have the moſt intereſt- 
ing of all connexions; as it is expreſſed in 
fcripture, With Him they have to do. Now 


the principles, and diſpoſitions of the heart 


of man lie open to His view; and in them 
there is a right and wrong, a beauty and 
deformity, as well as in the external mea- 
ſures of his conduct. Theſe muſt there- 
ſore come into account, in His eſtimation 
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of our character; and by them his approba- 


tion, or diſpleaſure, muſt be finally deter- 
mined: hence our. Saviour, with great 
wiſdom and propriety, reproved the Pha- 
riſees, when they derided the inſtructions 


he had given them about the love of God, 


and its inconſiſtency with the love and ſer- 
vice of the world; Te are they, who juſtify 
yourſelves before men : that is, ye form your 
judgment of what is excellent and worthy 


in a human character, from what appears 


with reputation and applauſe before the 
world; and by this ſtandard ye applaud, 


; and juſtify yourſelves. But God, ſays he, 


knoweth your hearts; that is, he judges 
of what is excellent and worthy among 


men, from the internal principles and diſ- 


poſitions of their hearts. For (our Saviour 


adds) that which is highly eſteemed among 


men, it abomination in the ſight of God; 
that is, a man's conduct before the world 


| may be regular and blameleſs, and there- 


© Luke xvi. 15. 3 
| fore 
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fore much eſteemed ; whilſt, however, by 


the ſecret and unſeen workings of corrup- 


tion in the heart, his character may be 


hateful and deteſtable in the ſight of God, 

adly, There is an oppoſite extreme, by 
which ſome perſons are diſpoſed to place 
the whole of that important change of 
which our Saviour ſpeaks, in certain acts 


of mind, which, though apparently devout, 


do not produce a practical and moral in- 
guence upon their conduct. Men may 
make an artificial image of the new crea- 
tion, from the ſecret workings of their 
own imaginations, as well as from the out- 


ward regularity and virtue of their lives. 


They may feel, at certain times, ſome my- 
ſterious, and ſtrong emotions ariſing in 
their minds from their belief, and con- 


templation, of the doctrines of the goſpel. 


They may feel many warm emotions of de- 
fire, complacency, and confidence, in God 
and their Redeemer ; and by theſe their 
minds may be tranſported with peculiar de- 

light. 
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ght. Tt is, however, evident from the 
| ſcriptures, which were quoted formerly, 
that all ſuch emotions in the mind of man, 
how elevating or tranſporting ever they 
may be, fall ſhort of the new treation after 
Grd; until, by their influence, the cor- 
rupt effnations of his nature are ſubdued, 
and the oppoſite” holy diſpoſitions of the 
Chriſtian character are eſtabliſhed in their 
place, Until a man's pride, his anger, 
his revenge, his worldly-mindedneſs, and 
avarice; or whatever other ſinful paſſion 
hath governed him before, are vanquiſhed 
by the 5pþpofite prevailing influence of hu- 
mility, Meeknefs, heavenly=mindedneſs, 
and charity; er de give the matter in the 
preeiſe werds of the apoſtle; Until he put 
off all theſe, auger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, 
fithy cormmuſereation, lying, bitterneſs, cla- 
mbir, ami evil peu; and hath put on 
bnwels of mereied, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
neebinſs, dy fe ſthher unh firbearance, ana for- 
* «nil, boot all theſe, 
charity, 
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charity, he has not attained the new creation 


: after God. 1 5 
N o kind of ſecret emotions, therefore, i in 
the breaſt of man, which is ſeparable from, 

or has not*an immediate and laſting i in- 
fluence upon the moral principles and dif- 
poſitions of his heart, and the conduct of 
his life, comes up to the ſcriptural deſcrip- 
tion of this matter: nor can a man be 
deemed a net creature, in the ſenſe of the 
apoſtle, by any exerciſe of mind whatever, 


are corrupt and deceitful luſts, are not put 
off, and mortified; and whilft the mem- 
bers of the new man, which are oppoſite to 
theſe, called by the apoſtle, the fruits ' of 
the ſpirit, are not formed, and. 2 080 
ally advancing in his character.. 
In ſhort, by all the accounts chat are 
given us in ſcripture of the new man, his re- 
novation ſignifies ſuch a ſtate of mind as is 
immediately connected with the conduR of 
his life and manners. It therefore actuates 


2 man 


whilſt the members of the ald man, which 


a man in every ſituation and circumſtance 
of life. It governs him, and leads him to 
a proper conduct, when he is employed in 
the common affairs of life, as well as when 
he is employed in immediate acts of piety to 
God. It is a new nature which he carries 
conſtantly about with him, and whereby 
he is influenced in every place and in every 
circumſtance of life, The laws of God are 
written in his heart, and put into hg inward 
parts. 85 et Le e IS 
3dly, Some are ready to deceive them- 
ſelves in this matter, by a partial and im- 
perfect reformation of their conduct. The 
ſcriptures which have been quoted evi- 
dently deſeribe a total reformation in the 
heart and life of the man who is born again. 
Old things, ſays the apoſtle, are paſt away, 
| behold all things are become new. This, indeed, 
cannot be underſtood in ſo ſtrict a ſenſe, as to 
ſignify, that upon the change, every thing 
ſinful in the heart of man is totally deſtroyed, 
and that the renewed man is brought, at once, 
| to 
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to a complete conformity to the halp will 
of God. But when it is affirmed that the 
being born again implies, not à partial, but 
a total reformation in the heart and life of 
man, the meaning is, that the change is 
wraught by ſuch 2 principle and ſuch a 
ſenſe of things, as immediately leads the 
man in whom it is wrought, to an equal 
and impartial. regard to the Hole extent 
and compaſs of his duty, and to every 
branch of moral and religious obligation: 
that in conſequence of this, he endeavaurs, 
with ſincerity, to reQify Whatever he can 
diſcover to be ſinful in his temper and 
courſe of life, and to deſtroy, in the lan- 
guage of the apoſtle, the old ang ut 
man, in all its parts; that with equal ſin- 
.cexity he endeavours to practice every 
branch of piety and goodneſs, and to de- 
riſh each of thoſe deyoy! and pirtyoys dif- 
poſitions which the apoſtle hath deſcribed 
as the conſtituent parts Qr members of 
the new created anditts [15 
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This new creation,. after God, is not 
formed' by an aſſemblage of independent 
virtues, each of which might have a ſepa- 
rate exiſtence in the heart of man; but is 
formed by ſuch an univerfal principle of 


piety and goodneſs, as extends its influence 


to every part of life. It reſembles the 
principle of the animal life, which is 
diffuſed and gives activity and feeling to 


every member of the body. This -princi-- 


ple, we are informed, proceeds from the# 
faith of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. * To as: 


many as. received him, he gave power to Become 
the ſons of God ; even to them that believe 


n his name, which were born of God. 
Hence, ſays the apoſtle John, & M hoſaruer 
is born of God overcometh the world : and” 


this is the victory that overcometh. the world, 
| even our faith. Now the faith of Jeſus 

Chriſt muſt immediately form, in the heart: 
of the believer, an equal and n 


* Jobs l. 42, 57 lav 1 
regard 
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regard to every branch of that piety and ti 
holineſs which the goſpel bath enjoined... ti 
This new creation is not formed like the at 
workmanſhip of an artificer, who proceeds 9 
by ſeparate and ſucceſſive efforts through en 
the different parts of his production; but fe 
in the manner that a plant or animal is let 
ſormed by the hand of God, wherein all the 1 
eſſential parts, though ſmall. and weak, th 
are formed from the beginning, and riſe, to- the 
*gether to perfection, although, perhaps, * 
with different e of n. and the 
Ga. Ä mu 
The miſtake. we are now conſidering, | of 
e chiefly, from the cauſe which was Juf 
formerly mentioned, viz. men's wiſhing | to 8 
repreſent the change by which a man is to} 
born again, as more indulgent to the cor- * 
rupt inclinations of his nature than it is ten 
repreſented in the holy ſcri ptures. All wy 
men are not equally inclined nor equally pee 
expoſed to the ſame inſtances of wicked- 6.4 
neſs. If then ſinners are allowed to = Th 
41 i : uy 1 
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tify ſome one or a few favours: corrt 
tons, they are ready to affect a firme 
attachment to their duty in other inſtances 
which they ſubſtitute in place of the whole 
extent of it; and in order tꝭ ſuppoxt this 
ſelf-deceit, they labour to depteciate and 
leſſen the importance of the duties to 
which their favourite corruptions rendet 
them averſe, and to extenuate the guilt of 
thoſe criminal indulgencies to which theß 
re attached. It is, however, certain, that 
the change by which a man is born again, 
muſt, according to the ſcriptural account 
of it, ſubdue every corrupt and deceitful 
luſt, and in particular; the finner's fa» 
vourite corruption. A man may be able 
to preſerve himſelf from many inſtances of 
ſn to which he has no peculiar foridneſs. ar 
temptation z he may practiſe many branches 
of his duty to which he meets with no 
peculiar oppoſition, whilſt he is a ſtrunger 
to the influence of this important change. 
The deciſive trial of i it muſt be taken from 
Vor. II. i the 
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favourite gorruptions, and the endeavours it 
leads him to employ, in the practiee of thoſe 
branches of bis duty by which 1 
Haprite cqtruptions are oppaſey. 
This, it muſt be — Sr is 2 
vers and painful trial; but it is 0 other 
the plaineſt repreſentations of:-ſcripture 
dave preſcribed, This is what our Baviour 
calls. Plucking out the right eye, andeuning of 
abe right. arm, without which the whole 
body muſt be.caf# into hell. It is what the 
apoſtle to the Hebrews calls v laying: * 
the fin that eaſily leſets us. Te mat 
ſet in a very clear light by Jchn the Dap- 
viſt t. By the anſwers which he gave to 
them who inquired, of him, what bebeved 
to be the effects of 3 true repentance, he 
plainly ſignified, that they were bound 
by its influence to unda whatever had been 

wrong in their former courſe of life, and 
J Matt, v. 29. Heb. i. 12 1 Luke 1. oy 
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in particular, to abſtain from thoſe ſinful 
practices to which they had been attached 
from inclination, habit, example, or their 


_ peculiar circumſtances in ſociety 3 and 


to obſerve the oppoſite inftances of hisli- 
neſs and goodnefs. When the publicans 
aſked him what they Thould do that they 
might bring forth fruit meet for repent- 
ance, his anſwer was, Eruct uo more thin 
that which is appointed you + and when the 


ſoldiers made the ſame demand, his ahfwer 


was, Do violence ta no man, neither ate 
cuſe amy falſely, died be content with hour 


Athly, Men are apt to ſubſtitute an ex- 
change of ſins and of ſinful paſſions and 
purſuits in the place of that renewal of the 
heart and life by which a man is born of 


| Ged. Oftentimes a change in men's ex- 


ternal circumſtances occaſions a conſidera- 


dle change in the conduct of their lives, 


and a ſeeming reformation of their man- 
ners, whilſt their hearts are far from be- 
O 2 ing 


__ 


196 The Scripture Doftrine of Regeneration. 


ing renewed, and the whole of the ſeeming 
.reformation lies in their being led to a 
different reliſh and courſe of life ; equally 


deſtructive of the power of true religion, as 


the ſinful practices from which they hap- 
pen to be reclaimed. --- Thus, in the earlier 
years of life, there are certain criminal 
and hurtful paſſions which ſadly vitiate the 
heart of man and corrupt the purity and 
virtue of his manners. An entrance on 
the graver buſineſs and ties of life, a regard 
to intereſt and decency may lead him to a 
different taſte of life, and reclaim him, in 
this manner, from his youthful folly and 
extravagance, But in this different taſte 
of life, the heart may ſtill remain as cor- 
rupted. as it was before; other paſſions 
may ſucceed, as oppoſite to the principles 
of piety and virtue, as thoſe by which he 
was formerly enſlaved. Thoſe paſſions 
which are ſuited to the more advanced and 
graver periods of life, ſuch as avarice, am- 
bition, envy and revenge, with a total in- 

| attention 
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attention to the practice of the virtues 
which are oppoſite, may come into the 
place of his earlier and more youthful 
paſſions, and maintain the chief aſcendant 
over him, RN 0 25 
A like reformation ſometimes happens 
from the natural influencuand progreſs of 
ſinful paſſions, and the effects which are 
produced by their exceſs; for vice is ſome- 
times ſeen to correct itſelf. Thus intem- 
perance may be followed by ſuch a perni- 
cious influence upon the conſtitution of 
the body, as to neceſſitate a man, in ſpite 
of the inclinations of his heart, to lead a 
temperate and ſober life. Prodigality and 
pride may ſo far diſtreſs a man's temporal 
affairs, as to force him to a moderate and 
frugal conduct. Exceſſive ambition may 
be diſappointed in its projects, and may 
thereby teach him to be contented with the 
ſtation Providence has given. The indul- 
gence of revenge may expoſe him to ſuch 
degrees of hatred and cenſure, as convince 


O 3 him 
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7 

of the neceſſity of reſtraining it, in order cc 
to preſerve his character and ſafety. But, ti 
in all theſe and the like apparent reforma- p 
tions, the heart may ſtill remain exceed- be 
ingly depraved. In place of one, another | fu 
paſſion may ſucceed, equally. deſtructive of pi 

that inward pie and: purity, of heart, by 

which a perſon is renewed. in the ſpirit of bis ci 
mind, and. created after. Gad in et of 
and holineſs. | thi 
There are, in ſhort, a variety of changes att 

in the conduct of a man's life, occaſioned by 
the various accidental changes that occur ret 
in his external circumſtances in the world, ſio 
which amount to nothing more than 2 ru 
f ucceſſion or exchange of ſinful paſſions, fer 
all equally deſtructive of the power. of true we 
religion in the heart. Like the matter of Wh 
ſame bodily diſeaſe which may ſhift, its cir 
place and thereby change the ſymptoms. of pla 
its danger and malignity, while it ſtill con- ter 
tinues to be of equal danger to the patient. per 
Theſe accidental reformations are to be ac- ma 


counted 


* 
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counted for in the way that we accourit for 
tne variety which' appears in the different 


projects and purſuits of life: why one miar 


betakes himſelf to buſineſs, another to plea- 
fure and amuſement, and a third, to 8 
purſuits of honour and ambition. 
In order to diſtinguiſh between theſe FR 
cidental reformations atid that renovation 
of the heart by which à mati' is Boro ale 
the two following obſervations * bo be 
attended to, 
| it, We ſhould ble low far 464 
reformed, not — from thoſe ſinful paſ- 
fons and purſuits by which we were cor- 
rupted, at a aner periöd, or in 4 dif” 
ferent circutiſtarice of life; but bbw fir 


ve ate, withal, preſerved' from thoſe to 


which men are liable, in that peribd and 
circumſtance of life in which we att” now 


placed by Providerite,' It is an eafy mat- 


ter for the old td refrain from the intem- 


perance and levity of youth, ard as eaſy a 
natter for the young to cetiſiire the ſeverity 
4 : and 


with avarice at age. ei is _ for the: poor 


and for the rich to cenſure the diſcontent, 
the idleneſs, or envy of the poor; and for 


each to flatter and juſtify himſelf on theſe 
unjuſt compariſons. But the only juſt and 


deciſive trial, is to be taken from the op- 
poſition which we give to thoſe ſinful 
paſſions which are ſuited to the age 
and circumſtance of life in which we our- 
ſelves are placed, and from the practice of 
thoſe virtues of the Chriſtian life ee 
they ought to be oppoſed. e 

2d, We ſhould obſerve the thy or 
motive vrhence the reformation flows. 
Does it flow from ſuch motives. only, as 


ariſe from the nature and conſequences of 
the ſins from which we have been re- 


claimed; or from ſuch motives as are 
fitted to produce an equal influence on 
every other inſtance of our cond uct. Here 
chiefly lies the difference between the 
accidental reformations of which we have 
| 1 been 


, * 
/ 


to cenſure the pride and luxury of the rich, 


w hw __o}d #>y 


been ſpeaking and the change 3 
man is born again. The firſt are brought 
ab by the motives which are ſuggeſted 
by the particular nature and conſequences 
of the ſins from which a perſon is re- 
formed: as when a man abſtains from the 
practice of intemperance, in order to avoid 
its hurtful influence upon his health; or 
from prodigality and luxury, with a view 
to the ſafety of his temporal affairs. The 
ſecond, or the true regeneration of the 
heart is produced by ſuch religious mo- 
tives and regards, as equally extend their 
influence to every part of life, and are 
equally fitted to reſtrain every ſinful incli- 
nation in the heart of man. a 
Sthly, Akin to the preceding ni is, 

a man's believing himſelf to be regenerated 
becauſe he ceaſes from the commiſſion of 
his former ſins when he has no longer any 
power or opportunity of committing them. 
The hurtful and ſad conſequences of a 
ſinful life ſometimes deſtroy a man's ability 
to 


202 . Dm 
to Gab o they render him inc 


any further pleaſure or ada ſain 
committing what is ſinful. At fartheſt this 
often- happens at the cloſe of life, when 
men begin to ſee: the approach of death) 
and the eternal world. It is uſva}: to find 
the worſt of men; at this period, deelaring 
their eontrition for their fins, and that they 


now heartily abandon them: when it is 


obvious that the change amounts to no- 
thing more khan this; that now all! hope 
or opportunity of practiſing their ſormer 
ſins is gone, and therefore they are driven, 


by an herrible neceſſity, to ſooth the ela- 
mour of their guilty conſciences by theſe: 
extorted ſhews of * and reforriuæ-⸗ 
tion 


Thus it is no unuſual thing to | fadethe 
implacable and revengeful man; whoſe' 


proud and haughty- ſpirit could not be 


brought to reconeiliation and forgiveneſs: 
by all the motives · of the gofpel, dectiring, 


in the ſtrongeſt terms, that he now re- 
E ſigns 


in 


his 
an 


ſigns. his former eumitys and defives-to-dis: 
in peace with every man: when ali at — 


tom is no more than this; that it is! not in 


and revenge, and dreads to go into the pre- * 


ſence of his judge, without ſome ſhew oft 


that forgiveneſs, without which, he is 
aſſured, he cannot meet with mercy; 
Thus too, the covetous and ſelſiſt, miſer, 
whoſe heart and hands were, all his life, 
ſhut cloſe againſt the cries of the diſtreſt, 
perceiving the approach of death, and that 
he muſt be ſoon deprived of his beloved 
treaſures, bequeaths ſome” ſhare of them ; 


to feed the poor; vainly hoping, that by 


this extorted ſnhew of mercy, he ſhall” be 
able to attone for all” his former ſelfiffineſs 
and: avarice,- and obtain that mercy from 
his judge, which thoſe are excluded from, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, 2h have ſhewed n 
mercy, — Thus, likewiſe, the proptiane' and 
impious man, who, all his life, neglected 
and — his Maker, and the bleſſed 


under- | 


je | , 1 | 3 | ' Bs ; : "NY i 
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taking of the great [Refennic} oft man- 


kind; perceiving he muſt ſoon appear at the 


tribunal of his judge, therefore earneſtly 


implores the mercy of almighty God ; and 
preſumptuouſſy confides in the merit of his 


Son, becauſe he ſees that all the intereſts 


and pleaſures of a ſinful life, (hitherto the 
only object of his attention and regard), 
can be no longer of any moment or avail. 
Being therefore driven by this horrible ne- 
ceſſity, without any inward reverence for 
God, without any juſt eſteem of the ex- 
cellence and merit of his Son, he hopes, 


by this reſource, to ſave himſelf from ſink- 
ing into bottomleſs perdition. f 


But all theſe, and the like apricarntices of | 


reformation, extorted merely by neceſſity, 
and want of power to continue the purſuits 


and pleaſures of a ſinful life, are widely 
diftant from the new creation after God, 


which our Saviour calls, the being born 


again. Whatever extraordinary change may 
poſſibly be wrought in the heart of man, 


at 


3 
n. 


at the laſt period of his life, (for no one 
would chuſe to ſet limits to the influence of 
God) ang it pas Wu aſſurance, be affirm- 
t is impoſſible to have thoſe oon 
rincing-preefavelidhnbmenaaLs in ſcrip- 
ture of that important change, of which 
our Saviour ſpeaks, at the laſt period of a 
guilty life. Evident it is, that the conſe- 
quences and proofs of it, which the ſcrip- 
tures have required, are the gracious diſpo- 
ſitions of a renewed heart, exerted in the 
courſe of a religious and holy life. It is 
to them that are renewed in the ſpirit of their 
mind, and diſcover the effects of this holy 
renovation in the conduct of their lives, 
that the promiſes of life and immortality 
are made, To them, ſays the apoſtle Paul, 
M bo, by a patient continuance in doing well, 
ſeek for glory, honour, and immortality, Gol 
will render eternal life. They whom the. 
grace of God has taught to live ſoberly, rigb- 
teaufly, and godly, are directed, 10 the ſame 


Rom. ii. 6. roy 


apoſtle, 


apoſtle . to ek for the ge ue di 
glorious appearance of our Saviour  Feſus 
mit. It is by adding, ſays the apoſtle 
Peter t, To ar faith, virtue ; and to vit- 
tur, knowtedge; and to knowledge, temperance; 
and to temperance,” patience; and to patione, 

godlineſt; and to godlineſs, brotherly- kinduſs ; 

and to brotherly-kmnaneſs, charity; that we 
muſt give all diligence to make our calling 

= eleftion ſure; and to ſeek to have an en- 


n 
Ethly, The lat Ae ia c —_ 
which I ſhall take notice of, is a ſuperſti- 
q tious and flaviſh dread of the power and 
1 wrath of God, whilſt the heart remains a 
much alienated from the love of God, and 
tbe laws of righteouſneſs, as it was: before. 

Ie is not meant by this remark, that ſinners 


ſhould not be afraid of the divine diſplea- 
ſure, and its fatal conſequences, in a fu- 


T Tit. ü. 11. f eter i. f. 


ance minifirrd to us abundantly into the ever- 
— kingdom oe Lord and FRI 


2 ture 


Fa * 


rer 
as, 
tel 
in 
18: 
ed 
be 
w 


of 


til 
ei 
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ture world; for the ab of God has hav 
revealed from beaves, againſt all unrightrouf- 
neſs, and ungodiinefs: of men; and that fcar- 
leſsneſs, and intrepidity, which men __—_ 
in the practice af their wei 8, 
inſtance of the moſt: caplorable: folly « and 
diſtraction, Nor is it meant to be affirm- 
ed, that the fear of puniſhment may not 
be. of uſe in bringing about the change by 
which a man is horn agen. But the deſign 
of the obſervation is to repreſent, that, un- 
til a man hath vifen from tho prineiple of 
fear, ta the higher and more amiable prin- 
eiples of piaty and virtue; until the 'cxer- 
eiſes of a devaut and holy life have be- 
came the immediate objects of his love and 
the ſuprema ſutis faction of his lie; he has 
not attained: that inmard renovation is ws 
ſpirit, which is cxeated-after Gl. 
As long as the dread o — 
ment continues to be the ſole, or the. lead 


ing movement in the heart of many he may 
ſeeretly continue to be as averſe to the fers 
vice of his Maker, as he was before it was 
conceived. It may, indeed,” force him to 
ſhocking crimes, and a ſcrupulous exact 


neſs in the external forms of godlineſs, hop - 


ing thereby to eſcape the object of his 


joyful diſpoſitions of the renewed: heart: 


nay, irregular and impure affections, called 


by the apoſtle, the old and corrupt man, may 


ſtill maintain the chief aſcendant in his 
breaſt. This is found from the experience 
nion of this gloomy principle; we. ſous 
times meet with the moſt unfeeling ſelſiſſi 
neſs and avarice, 8 the moſt implacable hatred 
and revenge; with pride, envy; malice, 
18 fob A very 
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wan is deppted by the ave e 


God. It is marked, in a paxtieulat mans 


ner, by that antient promiſe which , was 
made to the days of the Meſſiah, * I wilt 
put my law in their inward fart, and write it 
in their heart. This promiſe ſignifies, that 
the man in whom it is fulfilled ſhall feel an 
immediate complacency and pleaſure in 
the ſervice of his Maker, and that his obe- 
dience to the holy laws of God © ſhall. 
flow from an inward principle of love and 
choice, By the fulfilment of this promiſe, 
the good man perceives and feels that the 
perfection and happineſs of human nature 
lies in a conformity to the laws of God: 
were it, therefore, left to him, as the ſub- 
| je of his choice, and were the fear of 
future puniſhment totally removed, he 
would chuſe no other laws for the direction 

of his life, than the righteous and holy 


® Jer. xxxi. 33. 
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written , in the Lime of Oliver en 
Price 1s. 6d. 

The Toilet of Flora; or, a Collec- 
tion of the mal} imple and approved Methods of 
Rreparing Baths, Eſſences, Pomatums, Powders, 
ſweet ſcented Waters, and Opiates, for pre- 
ſervin Ul of and whitening the Teeth; &c. _ the 


ad: tho Price 3 8. bound, 


ry and Antiquities of Jreland.. "by Sy — 


So 


t 


n 


* 


= 


